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A PREFACE TO0' THE 
READE R. 


— Sobcr vcine beſt ſuits Theoles 
gie: Ittherefore thou expeA'ſt 
{uch Elegancy as takes the ' 

D times, attc& ſome {ubjeCt as 

F will ia it. Had I labourcd, 

with over-abundice of fQions, or flouriſhes, 

perhaps they had expoſed mee, cenſurable, 
and diſprized this ſacred ſubjeR:; Thereforg 

I reſt morc ſparing in that kinde. 

Two things I would treat of : Firſt ; the 
watter, ſecondly,the maxxer of this Hiſtory, 

As tor the matter, (lo tarre as] havedealt) 
it is Canonicall, andindited by the holy Spi- 
rit of God, not lyablc ro crrour, and necds no 
blanching. 

In it, Theologie fits as Queene, attended 
by her handmaid Philoſophy z both concur= | 
ring, to make the anderftanding Reader a 
good Divine, and a wiſe Morahlift. | 

Asfor the Divinity z ic diſcovers the: Al- 
mighty in his cwo great Attributes; in his 
Merey , delivering his Church ; in his Ju- 
ſtice, confounding her enemies. 

As for the MF ; ic affers to/ us che 
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whole praQticke part of Philoſophy, dealt out 
into Ethicks,Politicks, and Occonomicks. 

3. The Erhical part(the obic@ wherof is the 
manners of a private man) ranges through 
the whole booke, and empties it ſelfe into 
the Catalogue of Morall vertues, either thoſc 
that governe the body ; as Fortitude, Chap. 
9. 2. and Temperance, Chap. 1,8. orthoſe 
which dire@ the ſoule, cither in outward 
chings, as Liberalicy, Chap. 1. 3. Magnifi- 
cence, Chap.1.6. Magnanimity, Chap,2.20, 
and Modeſty, Chap. 6. 12. or in converſati- 
on, as Iuſtice, Chap.7.9. Manſuctude, Chap, 
4.2, CFC. | 

.2.The Policicall part (the obie whereof is 
publike Societie) inftrufs, firſt, in the beha- 
Yiour of a Prince to his Subtect ;1n puniſhing 
his vice,Chap.7. 10. in rewarding of vertues, 
Chap.$.2,15. Secondly, in the behaviour of 
che SubieR co his Prince; in obſerving his 
Lawes, and diſcoycring his enemies, Chap. 
2-22» Thirdly, the behaviour of a SubicR, to 
a Subic&; in mutuality of leve, Chap. 4. 7. 


"© inpropagnion of peace, Chap. 10.3; 


"© \3-The Occonomical[part(cheobie where- 
© efisprivacc Society) teacherh, firft, the ca- 
© Tiageofthc Wifc, coher Husbapd: in obey- 

| | ng, 


The Epiſtle ts the Reaner. 87 3 
ing, Chap.1.22. of the Husband to his Wife, * 
in ruling, Chap; 1.22. Secondly, of a Father © * 
ro his Childe, in adviiing, Chap.,2. 7,10, of a 
Childe to his Father, in obſerving, Chap. 2, 
20. Thirdly, of a Maſter ro his Servant, in 
commanding, Chap.4. 5- of a Servant to his 
Maſter, in effeRing his command, Chap. 4.6. 
Furthermore, in this hiſtory, che ewo prin« 
Cipall faculties of che ſoule are (norin vane) 
imployed. | 
Firkt, the Intelle@, whoſe proper obieft is 
Truth, Secondly, the Will, whoſe proper 
obic& is good, whether Philoſophicall, which 
that great Maſter of Philo(aphy calls Wiſes 
dome: or Theological, which wee point ar 
now, hoping to enjoy herealter, 
WhothePecn-man of this ſacred Hiſtory 
was, or why the name of God(as1n few other 
parts of the Bible) is unmentioned in this, it 
15 immateriall, and doubtfull, Forthe firft, it 
is enough for an uacurious queſtioger to - 
know, it was indited by the Spirit of Gods © 
for the ſecond, let it ſuffice, that chat Spirit 
will'd not here to revealc his name. 75> of 
As forthe Iſaever of this hiftory (conlift- * 
ing in the Periphraſc, the adiournment ofthe 
Story , and interpoſition of Meditations) I 
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T hope it hath not iniured che Matter : For in 
this I was net the leaſt carefel!, to uſe the 
light of the beft Expoſitors, not daring rogo 
un-led, for feare of tumbling. Some ſay, 
Divinity in Verſe,ts incongruous and unplea- 
ling: ſuch I referre tothe Pſalmes of David, 
or the Song of his ſonne Salomon, to bee core 
reed. Butintheſe lewd times, che ſalt, and 
ſoule of a Verſe, is obſcene ſcurrility, with- 
ont which it ſcemes dull, and livelefſe: And 
though the ſacred Hiſtory necds not (as hu- 
mane doe) Poetry, to perpetuate the remem- 
brance, (being by Gods owne mouth bleſt 
wich Eternity) yet Verſe (working ſo ncars 
upon the ſoule, and ſpirit) will oft chmes draw 
thoſe te have a hiſtory mn familiarity, who 
(perchance) betore, ſcarce knew there was 
ſuch a Beoke. 

Reader, be more than my haſty pen ſtiles 
thee: Reade mee with advice,and thereafter 
judge me, and inthat iudgement cenſure me, 
IfT iangle,thinke my intent thereby,is to tell 
bognr Rlagervia, Farewell, 
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THE INTRODYCTION. 


| NN Hen Zedechia (He whoſe haplefſc hand 

\ V Once held the Sceprer of Great Iudah's 

* Went up the Palace of Proud Babylon, (Land) 

} (The Prince Seraſab him atrending on, ) 

} A drcadfull Prophet, (from whoſe blaſting breath 

* Cameſudden death,and nothing clſc bur death ) 

Into Serajab's peacctull hand berooke 
The ſad Contents of a more diſmall Booke : 

> Breiheope the leaves,thoſe leaves ſo full of dread, 

© Read (/onne of thunder ) ſaid the P rophet,yeade, 

* Say thus, ſay freely thus,T he Lord bath ſhoke it, 

| *Tizdove, the world's nnable torevohent; 

* Woe,woe,and bheauy woes tex thouſand more 

* Beride great Babylsn, that painted whore; 

** Thy buildings,«nd thy fen (awe Towers fhall 

” Flame on 4 (udden,ond to cineers fall; 

None ſhall be left,to waile thy griefe with Rowles : 
Thy ftreets ſhall peopl'd be with Bats,and Owles : 
None ſhall remaine,to call thy places veyd, 

None to poſſeſſe,nor ought to be enjoy'd; 

> Nought ſhalt be left for thee to terme thine owne, 

But belpleſſe runes of a hapleſſe towne : 

' Said tben the Prophet When thy Language hath 
Empty'd thy Cheekes of thu thy borrow'd Breath, 
Cloſe then the Booke,and binde a ſlone untoit, 
That done, into the ſwift Euphrates throw it, 
And let thu following ſpeech explaine withall 
The Hierogliphick of proud Babels fall. ; 

' Thus thus ſholl Babel, Thus ſhall Babels glory, 

Of ber defiru#iion leave a Tragick flexy ©. 
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This, thus ſhall Babell fall, and none relieve bey, 
Thus, thr fall Babel fanke, This ſenke for ever. 
And falne ſhe is. Thus aftcr-rimes make goed 

T kat ſacred Propheſie, confirm'd in blood. 

Great Royall Dreamer, where is now thar thing 
Thou fo much vanrt dſt of-where,O ſoveraign King 
Ix that great Babel, that was rais'd ſo hyc, 

T'o ſhew the highnefle of thy Majeſty ? 

Where js thy Royall-off-ſpring to ſucceed 

Thy Throne,and to preſerve thy Princely ſced 
Till this rime? Sleeping how conld'ft thou foreſee 
T hat thing, which waking thou thoghtſt ne't wold 

And thou Belſkaxzar, (full of yourhfull hre, (bc? 

Vnlucky Grand-child to a lucklefle Syre ) 
On thee the ſacred Oracles attended, 
For with thy life, great Babels Kingdome ended ; 
What made thy Spirit tremble, and thy hayre 
Boltup?Whar made thee (fainting )gaſpe tor ayre? 
A fiimple Word upon a painted Wall? | 
What's that to thee > If ought, what harme ar all ? 
Could words aright thec ? O prepoſterous wit, 
To feare the writing, not the Hand that writ ! 
The Hand thar writ, it ſeife (unſeene) did ſhroud 
Within the gloomy boſome ofa Cloud ; 
The Hand chat writ ,was bent, (nor bent in vainc) 
To part the Kingdome,and the King intwakie , 
The Hand that writ, did write the ſentence downe, 
And now ſtands armed to depolc the Crowne; 
ihe hand thatwrir, did threaten to tranſlate 
Tky Kingdome ( Babcl) ro the Perſian tare; 
Tli'cfte& whereof did brooke no long delayes, 
For when Belſsazzarhad ſpun our his dayes, 
($oone cut by that Avengers fatall knite, ) 
Proud Babcls Empirc day A with his life. 
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As when that rare Arabian Bud doth reſt 
* Her bedrid carkafle in her Spicy neſt, 
? The quick-devouring fire ot heaven conſumes 
| The willing lacrifice,in ſweer perfumes, + 
« From whoſe ſad cinders(baul'md in fun'ral ſpices} 
* Aſecond Phanix (like the frſt) ariſes ; 
* So from the Ruinecs of great Babels Scar, 
The Medes and Perſians Monarchy grew great; 
7 For when Be:ſhaxgur, laſt of Babels Kings, 
| Yeelded to death, (the ſumme of mortall things) 
* Like earth-amazing thunder trom above, 
! And lightning from the houſe of angry fove, 
* Orlike two billowes in th Eubcean Seas, 
+ Whoſe ſwelling ,nought but ſhipwrack can appeaſe 
# So bravcly came the herce Darius on, 
Marching with Cy1«6 iato Babylon, 

3 Two Armies Royall ſtoutly tollowing, 
© The one was Medes,the other Perfia's King: 
As when the Harveſter,with bubling brow, 4 
þ (Reaping the intreſt of his painfull Plough, ) 

” With crosked Sickle now a {ſhock doth ſheate, 

A handfull here,and then a handfull there, 
Not lcaving,till he noughr but ſtubble leave; 

| Here lies a new-falne ranke,and there a ſheave; 

! Even ſothe Perſian Holt it (elfe beftur'd, 

| SO fell great Babel by the Perſian Sword, 
s * Which warm with ſlaughter, & with blood imbru'd 

| Ne'r ſheath'd,rill wotinded Babel fell,ſubdu'd. 

} Burſee | Theſe brave Ioynt-tenants that ſurviv'd 

! Tolcea little world of men unliy'd, 

| Muſt now be parted : Great Parimdyes, 

| And Cyrus ſhares alone, the new-ger prize; | 

| He fights for Heaven, Heavens facemen he fubdues: 
: Hebuilds the Temple,hercitores the lewes, | © 
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By bira was Zedechies force disjoynted, _ 
Vnknown to God he was, yet Gods Anointed 3 


Bur marke the malice of a wayward Fate ; , 
He whom ſucceſſe crown'd alwaies fortunate, 
He that was ſtrong t'atchieve,bold to attempt, | 


Wiſe to forcſce, and wary to prevent, 
Valiant in warre,fucceſlefull ro obtain, 
Muſt now be flaine,and by a Woman (lain. 
Accurſed be thy facrilegious hand, 
Thar of her Patron rob'd the holy Land; 
Curs'dbe thy dying life, thy living death, 
And curs'd be all things, that proud Tomyru hath. 
O worſt that death can doe,rto take a life, 
Which(loſt )leaves Kingdomes to a Tyrants knifes 
For now,alas! degenerate Cambyſes ( each 
(Whoſe hand was fill'd with blood, whoſe hart wit 
Sits crowned King,to yexe rhe Perſian ſtare, 
Wirth heavy burrhens, and with fore regrate. 
O Cyrus, more unhappy in thy ſon, 
Then in that ſtroke wherewith thy life was done |! 
Cambyſes now fits King,now Tyrant(rather: ) 
(Vnlucky Sonne of a renowmed Father ) 
Blood cries for Blood : Himſclfe revenged hath Þ} 
His bloody Tyranny, with his owne death; 
That cruell ſword on his owne fleſh doth feed, 
Which made ſo many loyall Pcrfians bleed, | 
Whoſe wofull choyce-made an indiff'rent thing, | 
Toleavye their lives,or loſe their Tyran' King; | 
Cambyſes dead, with him the lateſt drop | 
Of Cyrus blood was ſpilt,his death did ſtop | 
The infant ſource of his brave Syers worth, 
Ere after-times could ſpend his riyers forth. | 
Tyrant Cambyſes being dead,and gone, | 
On thereverfion of his cmpry Throne, 
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Mounts up a Mags with diſſembled righe, 
Forging the name of him, whoſe greedy night 


Too carly did perperuate her owne, 


And filent death had ſnatchr away unknownc. 
Bur when the tydings of his Royall cheat, 
Timcs loyall Trumpe had fam'd,rl'uſurped ſeat 
Grew te0 too hot, and longer could not beare 

So proud a burthen on fo proud a Chayre : 

The Nobles ſought their treedome to regaine, 
Not reſting,till the Magi all were flaine; 

And ſo renowned was that happy ſlaughter, 
Thar it folemniz'd was for ever after; 

So that what pen ſhall write the Perhan ſtory, 
Shall creat thar Triumph, & write that daics glory; 
For to this time the Perſians {os they lay) 
Obſcrve a Feaſt, and keepe it holy-day; 

Now Perfia lacks a King,and now the State 
Labours as much in wanr,as it of late 

Did in abundance; Too great calmes doc harme 
Somctimes as much the Sea-man,as a ſtorme ; 
One while they thinke t'creR a Monarchy; 

Bur that (corrupted) breeds a Tyranny, 

And dead Caprbyſes,freth before their eyes, 
Atrights them with their new-ſcap'd miſeries; 
Some to the Nobles would commit the State, 

In change of Rule,expeRing change of fare; 
Others cri'd,no;morc Kings then one,incumber; 
Berter admit onc Tyrant "Rear a number: 

The rule of many doth diſquict bring; | 
One Monarch is cnough,one Lord,one Kings , 
One ſajes, Ler'srule onr ſelyes; let'sall be Kings; 
No,fayes another,that confuſion brings; 
Thus moderne danger bred a carcfulltrouble, 
Double their carc is,as their feare is double; 
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And doubrfull to reſolve of whar concluſion, 
To barre confnfion, thus they bred confuſion; 
Atlaft(and w vis'd )they pur their choyce 
Vpon the verdiÞfa luries voyce ; 

Sevenis a perfe&pumber.then by ſeven, 

Re Perſia's royallKrowne,and Scgfter given; 
Now Perſi2,d0e thy pitgues #1 joyes compence ; 

God give thy Iurt? (acred evidence + 

Fearfull ro chuſe, and faithlcFe in their choyce, 
(Since weale, br woc depended on their yoice, ) 

A few from many they extracted forth, 

Whoſe even-poys'd valour, 2nd like-cquall worth 


Had ſer "o plas on their doubfull rongues, 


Vnwceting where the moſt reward belongs, 
They this agreed,and rhus (advis'd) beſpake; 
Since pxblind mortalis,of themſelves,can make 
No differexce 'iwixt eood,and evill,nor know 

what u oxely co0d, in ſhow, 
unc onflant frailty,doth vary 

what 1 goed, to what is cleane contrary ; 

ve 3t lies not in the braize of man, | 
pake bi drooping ſlate more happy, than | 


Hi unprofpitious flars allst, mach leſſe 
fTolend axother,or a flate ſucceſſe, 
| In vaineyon therefore ſhall expett thu thing, 
| That we ſhould give you fortwne,witha King: 
/ Since you have made us meanes io propagate 
The joyfull welfare of our headleſſe State, 
Bound by the tender ſervice that we beare 
ur nativeſoyle, farre then our lives more deper) 
We ffted bave,and boulted from the Reſt 
Whoſe worſt admitsne badneſſe,and whoſe beſt 
Cammot be bettered : 
When Chanmicleere,(the Belman of the 1mornt) 
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Shall Gunmen twilight with bu bugle borne, 

Let theſt brave Hero's, drefs in warklike wiſe , 
And richly mounted on their Palferies, 

Attend our riſing Sun-gods ruddie face, 

within the limits of onr Royail place, 

And be whoſt lufly Stallion firft ſhall neigh, 

To bimbe grocu the doubtfull Monarchy, 

The choyce of Kings lies not inmwortalt's breft, 
This we; the Gods, and Fortane doe the ref. 

So ſaid;the people,rickl'd with the motion, 
Zome toſt their caps,ſome fell ro their devotion, 
$ome clapt their joyful hids,ſome ſhour,ſome frag 
And all at one cry'd out, A King, A King. 

When Phebus Harbinger had chac'd the nigh, 
And tedious Phsſþber brought the breaking light, 
Complete in armes, and glorious in their trayne, 


| Came theſe brave Heroes, prancing o're the plaine, 
With mighty ſtreamers came theſe blazing ſtarres, 


Portending Warres, (and noching elfe bur Warts;) 
Inte the royall Palace now they come: (Drum, 
There ſounds the martiall Trump, here bears the 

There ſtands a Steed,and champes his frothy ſteele 
This ftroaks the pms ſcorns it with his kecl ; 


| One ſnorts, another pufs out angry wind; 
| This mounts, before;zand that curvers,bchind; 
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By this,the fomy Steeds of Phaetos 
Pufte roo,and ſpurne the Eaſterne Horizon 2 


| Whereat the Nobles,proftrare to the ground, 


Ader'd their God, (their God was carly found.) 
Forthwith, from our the thickeſt of the crowd, 

In depth of filence, there was heard the loud, 

And luſtfull language of Darius Horſe, 

Whoin the diale& of his diſcourſe, 

Proclam'd his rider King; whercar the reſt 


(Patient 
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(Parient to beare what cannot be redreft) 
Diſmounr rheir lofty Steeds, and proſtrate Cring 
Their humbled bodies to their happy King; 
God ſave the King,they joyntly ſay; God bleflc 
Thy proſprous aftions witha due ſuccelile ; 
The people clap their fwearry palmes,and ſhour, 
The bonhres ſmoke,the bels ring round abour, 
The minſtrels play,the Parrats | toſing, 
(Perchance as well as they, ) God ſave the King. 
Aſſnerws now s inveſted in the throne, 
And Perſja's rul'd by him, and him alone; 
Proyc happy Perfa : Great Aſſuerw prove 
Az equall happy in thy peoples love. 

Enough; And let this broken breviate 
Suffice to ſhadow forth the downfall ſtate 
Ofmighty Babel, and the conqueſt made 
By the fierce Medes, & Pcrfians conqu'ring blade; 
Whoſe juſt ſucceſhon we have traced downe, 
Till great Affſuerus weare the Perſian Crowne; 
Him have we ſought, and having found him,reſt; 

To morrow goe we to his royall Feaſt. 
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TO n 
THE HIGHEST 
His Humble Servafſt 


Implores his gracious 
ayde. 


Hou preat Direcler of i be hearts of men, 

From whence I propagate what &*r is mines 

Still my diſquiet thowgbts, Dirett my Pen 

No more mine owne if thou adopt it thine : 

 0h,betby Snirie Allin Allto me, | 
That wi'l rmylore no ayde, no Muſe, but thee : 


Betheu the Load ftarre to my wanaring minde, 
New rig d,and bownd upon a new Adventart : 
O fill my Canvas with a prof rous winder; 
Valocke my ſoule ,ana let thy Spirit enter: 
So bleye my Talent with « fruttfall Lone, 
That it,et leaft, may render two for one, 


H Vaworthy 


F Vaworthy I, to take ſo high a Tcke ; 
Fe... Fnworthy [,to craveſs preat a Boone: 
"FA! unſcaſon'd is my ſlender Cake, 
My Winters aay hath ſcarcely ſeene her Nooxe: 
But if the Childrens Bread muſt be deny'd, 
Yetbet me licke the Crummes that fall beſide, 
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THe ARGVMENT:. 
The K #7 Aftuerus makes tws Feaſis, 
tavites bu great and meeper gueſts : 
He makes 4 Statute to repreſje ' 
T he loibſome fin of Drunkenache 
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| Set. x5 | 
wW Hen great 4ſs«erus (under whoſe Comand 
the worlds moſt part did in ſubjeis ſtaa, 
Whoſe Kingdome was to Eaſt and Weſt conhin'd, 
And ſtretcht from Ethiopia unto Ind',) . . (powe£ 
| When this brave Monarch had with two yeeres 
| Confirm'd himſelfe the Perfian Emperour; 
The wor patience nilling to ſuſtaine 
The bh opprefiion of a third yeeres raigne, 
Softly began ro grumble, fore to vexe, 
Fecling ſuch Tribute on their ſervile necks; 
Which when the King (as he did quickly) heares, 
| (For Kingshave cendct had the nimbleſt earcs).' 
Partly to blow the coales of old affeRion, 
Which now arc dying through a forc'd ſubje&iong 
Partly to make his Princely mighrappeare, ** 
To make them feare for love,or Jovetor fears,” * 
He made a Feaſt; He made'a Royall Feaſt, 
' Fir for himſclfe, had he himſelfe bin Gueſt; © 
H3 To 
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Leading ſweet Mirth to lothſome Drunkenneſle, 


To which he calls the Princes of his Land, 
Who( paying tribute )by his power ſtand; 
To which he calls his ſervants of Eſtate, 
His Captaines,and his Rulers of the State, 
That he may ſhew rhe glory of his ſtore, 
The like unſcene by any Prince before ; 
Thar h&may boaſt his Kingdomes beaury forth, 
His ſervant Princes,and their Princely worth; 
Thar he may ſhew the Type of Sov'raiznty 
FulbIl'd, in th'honour of his Majeſty : 

He made a Feaſt, wheſc Date ſhould not expire, 


Varill ſeven Moones had loſt,and gain'd their fire, 


When as this royall-tedious Feaſt was ended, 
(For good more common 'tis, tis more comendcd) 
For meaner ſort he made a ſecond Fcailt; 

His Gueſts were from the greateſt tothe leaſt 

In Sz{a's place; Seven dayes they did reſort 

To Feaſt i'th Palace Garden of the Court ; 
Where in the midſt, the houſe of Bacchus ſtands 
Toentertaine when Bounty claps her hands ; 

The Tap'ſtry hangings were of divers hue, 

Pure whitc,and youthfull Greene, and joyful blue, 
The maine ſupporting Pillers ofthe Place 

Were perfe&t Marble of the pureſt race; 


; The Beds were rich,right Princely to behold, 


Of beater-Silver,and of burniſh't Gold. 
The Payement was difcolour'd Porphyry, 


And during Marble,colour'd diverſly ; 


In laviſh Cups of oft-rcfincd gold, 


Came wine unwiſht,drinke what the people would 


The Golden veſſels did in number paiſe, (was. 
Grear choice of Cups,great choyce of wine there + 
And fince PTE Sls upon Exceſle, 
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A temp'rate Law was made, that no man might 
Inforce an undiſpoſed Apperite : 

So that a ſober mind may ule his pleafure, (ſure. 
And mcaſurc drinking, though nor drinke þy mea« 
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Meditat. 1. 


O man is bernc unto himſelfe alone; 
Who lives unto himſelfe, he lives to none : 
The World's a body, cach man a member is, 
To adde ſome meaſure to the publike blifſe; 
Where much is given,there much ſhall be requir'd, 
Where little, lefſe; for riches arc but hyr'd; 
Wiſedome is ſold for ſweat; Pleaſures for paine; 
Who lives unto himſete, he lives in yaine; 
To be a Monarch is a glorious thing; 
Who lives notfull of Carc, he lives no King; 
The boundleſle glory ef a King is ſuch, 
To ſweeten Carc,becauſc his Care is much; - . 
The Sun (whoſe radient beames refle ſo bright) 
Comforts,and warmes,as well as itgives light, 
By whoſe example Phebe (though more dim) 
Docs counterfcit his beames, and ſhines from him ! 
Sn mighty Kingsarec notordain'd alone - 
To pearch inglory on the Princely Thronc, 
Burt todireR in Peace, command in Warre - 
Thoſe Subje&s,for whoſe ſakes they encly arc; 
So loyall ſubjeQs muſt adapt them to 
Such vertuous aftionsas their Princes doe; 
So thall his people, eycn as well as He, | 
Princes (though in a leflex yolume )be. 
4 Sootften as hxc my ſerious eye: 
Vpon Aſuers Feaſt,me rhinkes, Iſpye 
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| - ppnery 4 daunce,me thinkes,my raviſht care, 


(Rapt with the ſecret muſicke that I heare) 
Attends rhe warble of an Angels tongue, 
Reſounding forth this ſence bereaving ſong; 
Vaſhrti ſh: fall, and Eſter r2(e, 
Sion ſhail thrive, when Haman dycs. 
Bleſt are the meerings, and the Banquets bleſt, 
Where Angels carol] muſicke to the Feaſt; 
4 How doc our wretched rimes degenerate 
From former ages {| Howintemperate 


Hath lavith cuſtome made our bed-ride Age, 


 ARing obſceane Sceanes on her drunken Stage ! 


Qur times are guidcd by a lewder lor, 

As if that world another world begot : 

Their friendly feaſts were fill'd with lweer ſobricty 
Ours,withuncleane delights,and baſe cbriety; 
Thcirs,the unyalued prilc of Loye intended; 

Ours ſeeke the cauſe, whereby our Love is ended. 
How in ſo blind aa age conld thoſe men ſee ! 

And ina ſccing hae Bowe blinde are we ! 
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THE ARGVMENT. 
The King ſends for the Ducexe;th: Ducene 
Demes to come, His haſly ſpleenc 
-  Inflames unto the Perſian Lawes 
-., He leaves the cenſure of bis cauſe. 


Sed, 2. 
O adde more honour to this Royall Feaſt, 
That Glory may with Glory be increaſt, 
Vaſhti the Queene (the faireſt Dutene on earth) 
She made aFeaſt,and pur on jolly mirth, 


To bid ſweet welcome with herPrincely cheere © 
To all her Gueſts; Her Gucſts all, women were. 
By this the Royall bounty of the King 
Hath well-nigh ſpent rhe ſeven daics banqueting, 
Six loviall dayes have runne their howers our, *- 
And now the ſeventh reyolyes the weeke abour, 
Vpon which day, (the 2xcexes unlucky Day ) 
The Kinz,with jollity intic'd away, 
And 2ently having {lipt the ſtricter reyncs 
Ot Temperance,(that over-mirth reſtraines) 
Roſe up, commanded that without delay, + x 
(How-c're the Perhan cuſtome doe gain-ſay - 
That men and maried wives ſhoald teaſt together) 
Thar faire Pxecxe Voſhit be conducted thither, 
For him to ſhew the ſweernefle of her face, 
And pcerlefle beanty mixt with Princely Grace; 
To wound their wanton hearts,and to ſurprize 
The Princes with th'AtilFrie of her eyes. 
Burt faireſt ſt (in whoſe ſcorntull Eyes 
Morc haurty Pride, than heavenly beauty lyes) 
With bold deniall of a flinty breſt, 
Anfwer d the longing of the Kings requeſt ; 
And (till'd with ſcorne)rerutn'd this meflage home 
Leen Vaſhi; cannot, Vaſhiz will not come; 
Whercat,as Boreas with his bluſtering, 
(When ſturdy Aries uſhers inthe Spring) 
Here tells an aged Oke,there cleaves a Tree, 
Now holds his tull-mouth'd blaſt,now lers it flee, 
$5 ſtormes the King;now pale,nowfy'ry red, 
His colour comes and goes,his angry head 
He ſternly ſhakes,ſpits his inraged ſpeene, 
Now on : meſſenger ,now on the Lucene - 
One while he deeply waighes the foule contempr, . 
And then his paſhon bids his wrath attempt 
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 Aquickerevenge; now creepc into his thought. 
© Such things as aggravate the peeviſh fault : 
Theplacc,the perſons preſent; and the time 
Increaſe his wrath, increaſc his Ladies Crime. 
* Butſoone as Pathon had reſtor'd the Reyne 
To righteous Reaſon's government againe; 
'The King(unkr to judge his proper Cauſe) 
Referr'd the triall to the Perſian Lawes : 
He call'd his Icarned Counſcll,and diſplay*'d 
The nature ofhis Grievance thus, and ſaid : 
By weriue of a Husband,and a King, 
(To mike complete 0:7 Koyall banguctting ) 
EF MWegavecommand,wegatea firift commanZ, 
 Thatbythe office of 0:47 Eunuchs bind, 
”  DucexeValhtiſh»uldir flate aticnded be 
Fmto the preſence of our Majeſiie, 
But iz contempt, ſhe l1cks aur dread beheſt 
Neeletts performance of our deare Requeſt, 
Ard (through diſdaine) diſlojally dci,y'd, 
Like a f.il{eſubjc (4, and a fottbleſſe br; de : 
Say thea (my Lords) for you (being traly wiſe) 
Have brains to judge,and judgements,to adviſe; . 
Say,boldly (ſay )wbat doe the Lawes afsigne? 
What punijÞaeut? or what «eſerved Fine ? 
Aſſucrus bids the mighty King commands 
Vaſhri denyes, the ſcornefull Luceae withſtands. 
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Meditat, 2, 


E- þ vil manners breed good Lawes:And that's the 
| A-thate'rwasmadeof bad: The Perſian feaſt {beſt 
(Finding the miſchicfe that was growne ſo rife) 
Admitted not with mca a maricd wife, 
$4, How 
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How carefull were they in preſerving thar, 
Which we ſo warchfull are ro violate | 

O Chaſtity, the Flower of the ſoule, 

How is thy perfe& fairnefle turn'd to foule ! 
How are thy Bloflomes blaſted all ro duſt, 
By ſudden lightning of untamed Luſt ! 
How haſt thou thus defil'd thy Iy'ry feer ! 
Thy ſweetneſle that was ance, how far from ſweet ! 
Wherc are thy maiden-fmiles ? thy bluſhing cheek? 
Thy Lamb-like countenance,ſofaire,ſo meeke ? 
Where is that ſpotlefice Flower that while-ere 
Within thy Jlilly-boſome thou didfſt weare 2? 

Ha's wanton Capid ſnatchr ir > Hath his Dart 

Sent courtly tokens to thy fimple heart 2 

Where doſt thou bide? rhe Country halfe diſclames 
The City wonders when a body names rhee :{rhee; 
Or hayc the rurall Woods ingroſt thee there, 

And thus foreſtall'd our empty markets here ? 

Sure th'art not, or kept where no man ſhowesthee; 
Or chang'd-ſo much, ſcarce man or woman knowes BN 
C Our Grandame Eve, before it was forbid, -(thee. 7 
Delired not the fruir, ſhe after did: PL” 
Had not the Cuſtome of thoſe times ordain'd 5," 
That women from mens feaſts ſhould be reſtrain'dg © 2 
Perhaps ( Aſncrus)Vaſhti might have dyed 

Vnlcnt for, and thy ſelfe beenc undenyed: | 
Such are the fruits of mirths, and wines abuſc, 
Cuttomes muſt crack,and loye muſt break his truce, 
Conjugiall bands muſt looſe,and ſullen Hate 
Enſucs the Feaſt, where Winc's immoderate. 

e More difficulrtir is, and greater skill 

To beare a miſchiefe, than prevear an il}; 

Paſſion 1s naturall, bur ro bridle Paſſion, 
Is more divine, and vcrtuces operation : 


Fo doc amifte, is Natures a&; to crre, 
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Is hur a wretched mortalls character : 
Bur to prevent the danger ot the ill, 


Is more than Mon ſurpaſſing humane skill : 


Who playes a happy game with cratty fzighr, 
Confarmcs limicltc but Fortunes Favouite 
Pur he rhat husbands well an il|-acalr game, 
Belteryes the credir of a Gameſters name z 

C Lord, if my Cards be bad, ycr lend me $kill 
Toplay them wiſely' and make the beſt of i11, 
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T he learned Counſellplend the caſe ; 
The Butenc decrad. d jrem b r place; 
Dcctes are ſent thi vugl oul the Lind, 
T bat #'rves obey, and Mun cOncand, 
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Sed. yy. 
He righteous Counſel (having hcard the cauſc) 
Adviz'da while, (with reſpitc ofa pauſe, 
Full 5jee #8 (rhc ficit that ſilence brake ) 
Vaſeal'd his ſerious lips, and thus beſpake : 
The Great Aﬀluerus S0Vraizne Lord and Ning, 
(To grece the per 10d of bis ban;juettang ) 


_ Rats: [exit fr Vaſhti; Vaſhti wo«ld not come, 


And now it reſts in #5 10 ztuethe doo me, 
But leſ! that to3 muck raſhneſje violate - 

T be (acred luflice of our bappy (late, 

Bc firft propeund the beight of ber off nce, 

Next, ibe ſucceeding Inconventence, 

#b:ch tbrow:f the crreumſiances does augment, 

&44,8 deſcend 10 tb" equalt punijlment 

3 TV offence 


Th offence propounded, now we muſt relate 
Such circumfiances that might eggravate, 

And firſt tve Place, (the Palace of the King, ) 
And next, the Time, (the Time of Banqueiling) 
Lafily, the Perſons, (Princes of the Land) 
Which witneſſe the contempt of the command; 
The Place, the Perſons preſent, and the Time, 
Make foult the faul', make foule the Ladies crime ; 
Ncr was bey fault unto the Kine alone, 

But to th? Princes, audio every one, 

For when this ſpeech djvuly'd abou! fall be, 
Vaſhti the Ducene withſtood the Kings Decree, 
Women (that ſoone can an advanta:e take 

Of things which for their private ends doe mag ) 
Sha{l [corre their coward busb2nds, and deſpiſe 
Their deare requeſts within their ſcernfull eyes, 
And (ay, 1f we deny your beſts, then blame not, 
Afluerus ſent for Vaſhti, but ſbe came not; 
By Vaſhtics patierne others will be taught; 
Thus ber excample's fouler than ber fault : 

Now therefore if it like our gracious King, 
(S1nce be refers tous the cenſurin:) | 
Let him proclaime (which untranſgreſſed be) 
H# royal! 8dift, and his Juſt Decree, 

That V aſhti come no mere before his face, 

But leave the titles of ber Princcly place : 

Let firme divorce unlooſe the N uptiall knot, 
And let the name of Dueene be quite forgot, 

Let ber eſtate, and princely diexity, 

Her Reyall Crowne, and ſeat affizned be 

T one whoſe ſacred vertue ſhall :tiaine 

As high perfeclion, as ber bold diſdaine ; 

So mben this Royall Fdift ſhall be fam'd, 

And threugh theſevera!l Prvinees roclam'd, 
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FF... 208 The Hiſtory of Dneene Efter. 
Dijdazrfull wives will learne, by Vaſhtics fall, 
Toa (wer cently totheir Husbznds call. 
Thus cnded Memyucan ;the King was pleas'd; 
. (His bluſtring paſſion now art length appeas'd} 
And foone apply'd himſelte to undertake, 
To put in pra&ice what his Counſell ſpake : 
So, into every Province of the Land, 
He ſent his ſpeedy Letters, with command, 
That Husbands rule their wives, & bcare the ſway, 
And by ſubjeQion teach their Wives robey. 
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Media. ;. 
V HE God with facred breath did firſt inſpire 


The new-made earth with quick, and holy 

' He(well adviſing, what a goodly creature (fire, 

He builded had, fo like himſelf in feature ) 

Forth-with concluded by his preſervation 

T erernize that great worke of Mans creation; 

Into a ſleepe he caſt this living clay, 

Lockt up his ſenſe with drowzy Morphers key, 

Opened his fruicfull anke,and from his hide, 

He drew the ſubſtance of his helptull Bride, 

Fleſh of his fleſn, and bone made ofhis bone 

He framed Woman, making two of one ; 

Thus broke in two, he did anew ordaine 

'That theſe ſame two ſhould be made One againe : 

Till fingling Death this ſacred knot undoe, 

And partthis new-made One,oncec more in two. 

F Since ofa Rib firſt framed wasa Wife, 

Let Ribs be Hi'rogliphicks of their lite : 

Rivs coaſt the Heart, and guard it round abeur; 
_ And likea truſty Watch keepe danger out ; 
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So render wives ſhould loyally inipart 
Their watchfull care, to fence their Spouſes hearts 
All members elſe from our their places rove, 
Bur Ribs are firmly fixt, and ſcldome move : 
Women (like RIlbs)muſt keepe their wonted hore, 
And not (like Pin-b that was raviſht) rome : 
It Ribs be over-bent, or handled rough, 
They breake ; If let alonc,they bend enough : 
Women muſt (unconſtrain'd) be plyenrt ſtill, 
And gently bending to their Husbands will. 
Tac ſacred Academy of mans lite 
Is holy wedlocke in a happy Wite. 

It was a wiſemans ſpccch, Could never they 
Knaw to command, th.it knew $9t firſt t'sbey : 
Where's then that high command? that ample fame 
Your ſexe, to glorife their hononr'd name, 
Your noble ſexe in former dayesatchicy'd ? 
Whoſe ſounding praiſe no after-rtimacs our-liv'd. 
Whart braye exploits? what well-deſerying glory 3 
The ſubje& of an everlaſting ſtory, 
Thcir hads atchiey'd:trhey thruſt their Sceprers the 
As well in Kingdomes, as in hearts of men ; 
And ſwect obedience was the lowly fſtaire, 
Mounted their ſteps ro that commanding chaire. 
C A Womans Rule ſhould be in ſuch a faſhion, 
Onely to guide her houſhold, and her paſſion: 
And her obedience never's out of ſeaſon, 
So long as either Husband laſts,or Reaſon : 
111 thrives the haplefle Family, that owes 
A Cocke thar's filent, and a Hen that crowes..'' + 
I know not which live more unnaturallhvegs; *+-" 
Obeying Husbands, or commanding Wivesa «'- i" 
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THKe ARGVvMENT. 
Aſſucrus pleas d; his ſervants motion 
Propounded, gaine bis appr obation. 
Eſters deſcent, her lewifh race : 

Her beauties, and bes pei fit grace. 
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Sels. 4. 
Hen Time (that endethall things) did af 


The burning Fever of 4//ucrus rage,(fwage 


bd . . y . O 
And quiet ſatisfaction had aſlign'd 


Delightfull I'lips to his troubted minde, 
He call'd his old rememibrance t» account 
OfY:fh1i,and her Crimes that did amount 
Toth' ſumme of her divorcement : In his rhonohr 
He wcigh'd the cenſure of her heedlefle fault: 
His fawning ſcryants willing to prevent him, (hinz 
Leſt roo much thought ſhould nrake his love re penty 
Said thus : (1fit ſhall pleaſe our gracions Lord 

To crowne with audience bu ſervants word ) 

Let flri# Inqueſt, and carefull Inquifgtion 

Is all the Realme be made, and quicke proviſion 

Throughout the Medes and Perſians all along 

For comely Yirgins, beautifull aud youg, 

Which (curiouſly ſclefied) let them: bring 

In:o the Royall Palace of the Kane , 
_ Andlet the Exnuchs of . be King take care 
For Princely Robes, and Vefture, and prepare 
Sweet Odours, choice Perfumes, and all thmgs mecl, 
To adde a greater (weerneſ]e to their ſweet ; 
ad ſhe, whoſe perfett beames ſhall beſt delight, 

And ſetme moſt eracions in bu princely ſight ; 
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Yo her be given the Conqueſt of her face, 

And b» enthy-n'd in ſcorfull Vaſhties flece., 
The proje& pleas'd the King, who ftraightrequires 
That ſt11& performance (ccond their defices . 
Within the walls of Shuſa dwelt there one, 

By breeding, aud by birth a Iew, and knowne 

Py th'name of Mordeca!, of mighty kin, 

Deſcendcd from the Tribe of 8exj1237, 

(Whoſe necke was ſubje& ro the (laviſh yoke, 
When jeco2:1h was ſurpris'd and tooke, 

And catied captive into Babels Land, 

Wirth ſtrength of mighty Nev'chadnexgars hand ;) 
- Within his houſe abode a Virgin bright, 

Whoſe name was Eſler, or Hadaſſa hight, 

His brothers daughter, whom (her parents dead) 
T his Iew did foftcr, in her tathers ſtead , 

She wanted none, thovgh father ſhe had none, 
Her Vnicles love atlum'd her {or his owne; 

Fright bcames of beauty ſt1camed from her eye, 
And in her cheeke (are maiden modeſty ; 

Which peerleſle beauty lentſo kinde atrell:h 

To _—_ verrue, that they did imbelliſh 

Eack others ex'lence,with a full aflent, 

In her to boaſt their perteR complement. 


—_— m__— ——_— —_— 


Meditat. 4. 
TH ſtrongeſt Ardteries thar knit and tye 


The members of a mixed Monarchy, 
Are learned Counſels, timely Conſultations, 
Rip'ned Advice, and ſage Deliberations ; 
And ifthoſe Kingdomes be bur ill be-bleft, 
Whole Rulc's commirred ro a young mansbreſt; , 
'T 
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Then ſuch Fftates are more unhappy farre, 
Whoſe choiceſt Councellors bur Children are : 
How many Kingdomes bleft with high renowne, 


(In all things happy clſe) have plac'd their crowne 


Vponthe Temples of a childiſh head, 

Varill with ruine, King, or State be ſped ! 
Whar Mafſacres (begun by factious jarres, 
And ended by the ſpoile of civill warres) 
Have made brave Monarchies unfortunate, 
And raz'd theglory' of many' a mighty State ? 
How many hopefull Princes (ill advis'd 

By young, & ſmooth-fac'd Counſell )have deſpis'd 
The ſacred Oracles of riper ycares, 

Tilldearc Repentance waſht the Land with teares! 
Witnefſe thou Jucklette, and ſucceeding Son 

Of (Wiſedomes Fayourite) great Salomon ; 

How did thy r2(h, andbeardlefic Counſcll bring 
Thy fortunes ſ{ubje to a ſtranger King > 

And laying burthens on thy peoples necke, 

The weighthung ſadly on thy bended backe. 

Thou ſecond Richard, (once our Britaine King, 
whoſe Syr's,& Grand(yr's fame the world did ring) 
How was thy gentle nature led alide, _ 

By greene adviſements,which thy State did guide, 
Yntillthe title of thy Crowne did cracke, 
Andforrunes (as thy Fathers name) were blacke ? 
E Now glorious Britaine,clap thy hands,and blefſe 
Thy facred fortunes ; for thy happineile 

{As doth thy Iland) does it ſclfe divide, 

And ſequeſter from all the world beſide ; 

Bleſt are thy opcn Gates with joyfull peace, 
Bleſt are thy fruirfull barnes with ſweet increaſe, 
Bleſt in thy Counſell, whoſe induſtrious skill, 
Is but co makethy forruncs. happy ſtill g 
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In all chings bleſt, that ro a we pertainez 

"Thrice happy in my dreadedFoveraigne, 

My ſacred Soy'raigne, in waoſc onely breſt; 

A wiſe Aflembl of Privie/Counſells reſt, 

Who conquers with his princely heart as far 

By peace, as Alexander &1d by War, 

And with kis Olive branch morc hearts did boord; 

Than daring Ceſar did, with Cefars ſword : 

Long maiſt thou hold within thy Royall hand, 

The peaccfull Eceprer of our happy Land': 

T Great 144oþ's Lyon, and the Flow'r of lefſe, 
Preſerve thy Lyons, and thy Flowers blefſe. 
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THz Ar GvMENT, 
Faire Virgins brought to Hege's band, 
The c»ſt..me of the Peyfran Lars; 
E ters xegleft of rich attire, 
T's whet the wanton Kings defore. 


Se#. 5. 
Nd when the Iuftfull Kings Decree was read 
{ XIncv'ryearc,and Shire preclam'd, and{pred; 
Forthwith unto the Eunuch Hree's hand- © 
The Bevy rarme, the pride of beaurics band, | © 
Armed wittrjoy, and warring with their eyes, 
To game'the conqueſt of a princely prize ; ok 
But none in peerlefle branty thind-{> bright, 
As lovely Eſter did, in Hegr"shght + | a 
np + he opts =ery - 7 0: ares 
e ſeat tor coſtly'Oyles,and fragrant'Myrth;”- © 

Tofther for the preſen ofthe Kin pOUGEOL IHE 
Rich Tyres, andchange of reſtare dd brings © 
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114 The Hiftoryof” 9ncene Efter. 
Seven comely maidshe gave,to trend upon her, 
To ſhew his fervice,and increaſe her honour : 
Bur ſhe was watchfull of her lips, and wilc, 
Diſclofing nor her kinredzor alycs: 
For truſty Mardochews tendey care 
Gaye hopefull Efter Items to beware 
To blazc her kin, or make her people knowne, 
Left for rheir ſake, her hopcs'be overthrowne. 
Before the Gates he toand frodidpaſle, 
Wherein inclos'd the Conrtly Eficy was, 
To underſtand how £fter did behave her, 
And how ſhe kept her in the Ennuchs fatiour, 
Now when as Time had hrred ey'ry thing, 
By courſe, theſe Virgins came before the King. 
$uch was the cuſtome of the Perhan ſoyle, 
Sixe months the Virgins bath'd in Myrrh & Oyle, 
Sixe months perfum'd in change of odours ſweer, 
Thar perfc& Juſt, and great exceſſe may meet ; 
Whart coftly Robes, rare Icewels, rich atcire, 
Or curious Fare, theſe Virgins did delire, 
"Twas given, and freely granted, when they brinz 
Their bodies to be proſtrate to the King : 
Each Virgin keepes her turne, and all the night 
They lewdly laviſh in the Kings delight, 
And foone as morning ſhall reſtore = day, 
They in their boſomes beare blacke night away 
And (in their guilty breſits, as are their francs 
Cloſe priſoners) in the houſe of Concubines 
Remaine, untill the fatiarc King ſhall pleaſc 
Tolend their pamperd bodyes a releaſe. 
Now when the turne of Efter was at hand, 
To fatigke the wanton Kings command, 
Shee fought. net (as the reſt ) with braye attire, 
Tolend a needlofſe pure tunchaſt Deſire, 
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Nor yet endeyours with a whoxifh Grace, 
T'adulreraterhe beauty of hefface : 
Norhing ſhe ſought to make her glory braver, 
Bur imply tooke, what gentle Hege gave her 2 
Her (ber viſage daily wan her honour 5 
Each wandring cyc inflam'd, that look'd upon her, 
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Meidlitat. 5. 


VV Hen God Itad with his All-producing Blaſt, 
Blowne up the bubble ofthe World; & plac rt 
1n order rhat, which he had made in meaſure, 

As well for neceſlary uſe, as pleaſure: | 

{ hen out of earthy mould he fram'd a creature 
Farre more Divine,and of mofepgloriousfeature 
Than carſt he made,indu'd with underſtanding, 
With ſtrength, viRorious, & with awe'commanding, 
With Reaſon, Wit, replete with Majeſty;*” / ; 
With heavenly knowledge,and Capacity, : 

True embleme of his Maker 5 Him he made 

The fov raigne Lord of all; . Himall obay'd;” | 
Yeclding ao lives (as triburc) to their King; | 
Both Fith,/and Bird, and Beaſt, and cody dang 4 
His body's rear'd upright, atidin his eye, -' 

Stand radicnt beames of awfull ſov'raignry;; 

All Creatures eMe pore downwardto \ RILEY 
Manlookest o heaven, and al his thoughrsrebound 
Vpen the Earth (where tydes of pleaſures meer) 
He treads, and daily tramples vidchivfeory Wo -_- 
Which reade ſweer Le&ures to his wandring eyes, 
And tcach his luſtfull heart to moralize : 

Naked he liv'd, nak'd to the world he came ; 


Forke had then nor fault to hide, nor ſhame ; 
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” His ſtate was leyell, and he had free will 
To ſtand or fall, unforſt to good orill; 
Man had (ſuch ſtate he was createdin) | 
Within his pow'r, a power not to fin : | 
But Man was tempred, ycelded, finn'd, and fell, 
Abus'd his free-will, Joſt it, then befell | 
A worſe ſucceding ſtare ; who was created 
Complete, is now become poore, blind,and nakcd; 
He's drawne with head-ſ{trong bias unto ill, | 
Bereft of ative pow'r 80 will, or null , 
Ableſſed Saint's become a balcfull Devill, 
His free-will's onely ſtinted now toevill : 
Pleaſure's his Lord, and in his Ladies cycs 
His Chriſtall Temple of deyorion lyes :; 
Pleaſure's the white, whereathe takes his levell, 
Which (too much wronged with the name of cyill) 
With bctt of bleſſings rakes her lofty ſcar, 
Greateſt of gaods, and ſeeming beſt of great 
Whar's good, (like Iron) ruſts for want of uſe, 
And whar is bad is worſed with abuſe ; 
Plcaſure, whoſe apr, and right ordained end 
Is bur to ſiveeten labour, and artend 
The frailry' of man, is now preferr'd ſ@ hie, 
To bs hie Lord, and beare the fov'raignty, 
Ruling his flaviſh thoughrs, ignoble 4 
And gaines the conqueſt of his beſt affeRions, 
Sparing nocoſt to bolſtcr up delight, 
Bur force vaine plcaſutes to unwonted height : 

CE Who addex excefſe unto a luſtfull heart, 
Commitsa coſtly fin, with greater Art. 
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THE ARGVMENT. 
Eſter's belov'd, wedded, crown'd ; 
A Treaſon Mordecai betrai'd ; 

The Traitors are purſu'd, and found, 
And for their treaſon well appayd, 
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Set, 6. 
Ow,now the time is come, faire fer muſk 
Expoſc her bcauric to the Lerhers luſt; 
Now,now muſt Eſter ſtake her honour downe, 
And hazzard Chaſtity,to gaine a Crowne ; 
Gone,gone ſke is, attended tothe Court, 
And ſpends the cuening in the Princes ſport 2 
As when a Lady(walking Flera's Bowre) 
Picks here a Pinke,and there a Gilly-flowre, 
Now plucks a V1'let from her purple bed, 
And then a Primeroſe.(the yeeres maiden-head) 
There,nips the Bryer;here,the Louers Pauncy. 
Shifting her dainty pleaſures, with her Fancy, 
This,on her arme;and that, ſhe liſts to weare 
Vpon the borders ofher curious haire, 
Atlength,a Roſe-bud(paſiing all the reſt) 
She plucks,and boſomes in her Lilly breſt ; 
So when 4fſuerus(tickled with delight) 
Percciv'd the beautics of thoſe virgins brighe, 
He lik't them all, but when with ſtri& reyye, 
He viewed Efters facc,his wounded eye 
SparkFd,whilft Cupid with his youthfull Darr, 
Transfixt the Center of his feeble heart; 
Eſter is now his joy,and in her eyes, 


The ſweeraſt flower of his Garland lyes ; 
I 3 Who 
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® 1 Who now bur Efey ? Efter crownes his blifle, 
And hee's become herpriloner, that was his: 
Efter obraines the prize,her high deſert 
Like Di'mond's richly mounted in his heart; 
18, row 76 Hymen ſings ; for ſhe 
Thar crownes his joy, muſt likewiſe crowned be ! 
The Crowne is ſet on Princely Efters head, | 
Efter fits Queene in ſcornfull Yaſhries ſtead. 
' -Foconſecrate this Day to more delights, 
In dueſolemnizing the nupriall rites, | 
In Efers name, A{ſuerus made a Feaſt, 
Invited all his Princes, and releaſt 
The hardtaxation, that his heavy hand 
Laid onthe ſubjeQs of his groning Land ; 
Norites were wanting togugment his joyes, 
Great gifts confirm'd che bounty of his choyce : 
Yet had not Eſters Javith tongue deſcri'd | 
Her Jewiſh kin, or where the was aly'd ; 
For 41] the words of Moraecat did reſt 
Wirhin the Cabbin of her Royall brett, 
Who was as plyecnrt ( a, nowa Queene) 
To ſage aduice, as cre betore th'ad been. 
It came to paſſe, as Mardechem ſate 
Within the Portall of the Princes gate, 
He oyer-heard two ſervants of the King, 
Cloſly combind in hollow whiſpering, 
(Like whiſtling Yer that foretells a raine) 
To breathe out treaſon 'gainſt their Soyeraigne 
Which, ſoone as loyall HMardechews heard, 
Forthwith to Efteys preſence he repair'd; 
Diſcles'd toher,and to her care coimmended 
The Traitors, and'the treaſon they intended : 
Wherear, the Queene (imparicntof delay ) 
Zerrayd the Traiters, that would her becray, 


And 


£ 
- 


 TheHiftory of Queene Efter, 119 © 


And to the King unboſom'd alt her heart, 
And who her Ncwes-man was, and his deſert, 
Now all on hurly-burly was the Court, 
All rongues were 611d with wonder and report: 
The watch was (ct, purſuit was made abour, 
To guard the King, and hinde the Trairours our, 
Who found, and guilty found, by ſpeedy triall, 
(Where witnefle ſpeakes, what boots a bare denial) 
Were both hang'd up, upon the ſhametull cree : 
(To beare ſuch fruit let trees ne'r barren be: ) 
And whatſuccefſe this happy Day afforded, 
Was in the Perſian Chronicles recorded. 
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Meditat, 6. 


He hollow Concave of a humane breſt 

Is Gods Exchequer, and therein the beſt, 
And ſumme of all his chiefeſt wealth conſiſts, 
Which he ſhuts up, and opens when he lifts : 
No powcr is of man: To love or hate, 
Lyes not in mortals breſt,or pow'r of Fare : 
Man wants the ſtrength to ſway his ſtrong affe&iss 
Whar power Is, 1s from Divine direRions ; 
Which ofr(unſecne through dulnefle of the minde) 
We nick-name,Chance,becz:ufe our ſelves are blind 
And that's the cauſe,mans hit beholding eye 
Otr loves, or hates, and knowes no reaſon why. 
C'T was notthe brightnefic of Rebecce's face, 
Or ſervants skill, that wan the virgins grace 2 
"Twas not the with, or wealthof 4brabaw; 
Or Iſacks fortune, or renowned name, - 
His comcly perſonage, or his high deſere; 
Obtain'd the conqueſt of £#b4w%hearr't --- 
Is «Ol 
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Fer, My 


© Old Abra'mwiſht ,In ſecrer God dire&ed 


"Twas Abra'mys'd the meancs; 'twas God effeed's 
Beſt marriages ate made in heauen, In heauen, 
The hearts arc ioyned; in earth the hands aregiuen, 
Firſt God ordaines, then man conhrmes the Louc, 
Proclarsing thar on eatth, was done aboue. 
E'Twrsnot the ſharpneſle of thy wandring eye, 
(Grear King awe picke Maielty 
From our the ſadnefle of a Capriurs face ; 

"Twas tior alone thy chuſing,nor her grace; 

Who mounts the mceke, and beares the lofry down 
Gaue thee the heart to cluiſe, gaue her the Crowne; 

Who bleſt thy fortunes with aſecond wite, 

He blelit thy fortunes with a ſecond lite ; 

Thar breſt that entertain'd ſo ſweet a Bride, 

Stood faire to Treaſon, (by her meancs deſcride; ) 
With double fortunes ,wcr't thou doubly bleſt, 

To finde fo faire,and ſcape ſo foule a gueſt, 

T Thou aged father of our yeeres,ana howres, 
(For thou as well diſcouerft, as deuoures) 

Search ſtill theentrails of thy iuſt Records, 
Wherein are cntred rhe diurnall words 

Anddeeds of mortall men; Bring (rhou)to light 
All erech'rous proie&s,mann'd by craft, or wmnght; 
With Towr's of Braflc,their faithfull hearts imboſſe 
Thar beare the Chriſtian colours of the Crofle. 

T And Thou Preſcrugrof all mortall things, 
Withitywhoſe hands are plac'd the hearts of Kings 
By whom all Kingdomes itand, and Princes raigne 
Preſeruethy CHARLES,and my dearc Soucraigne 
Ler Traitors plots, like wandring Aromes,fly, 
And on their heads pay t<n-fold yſury ; 

His boſome turer,;and his fafety render : 

O he thatthis,as hee's thy Faiths Defcnder 2 
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 Thatthouin him,and he in thee may reſt, 
And we of both may lire and dye pofleft, 
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Inzx ARGVMENT. 
The line of Haman, and bis race; 
Hu fortunes in the Princes grace : 
Hu rage to Mordecai expreſi, 
Not bowtag to bim, as the reſt, 
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Se. 7. 

Pon a time,to Perhas Royall Court, 

A forraigne Stranger uſed to reſort, 
He was the ifluc of a Royall breed, 
The off-caſt off-ſpring of the curſed ſeed 
Of Amelch from him deſcended righr, 
That ſold his birth-right for his Appetite; 
Haman his name; His tortunes did improve, 
Increaſt by favour of the Princes love: 
Full great he grew,preferd to high command, 
And plac'd before the Princes of the Land: 
And fince that honour, and due revercncc 
Relong where Princes give preeminence; 
The King commands the ſervants of his State, if 
To ſuite reſpe& to Hamman: high eſtate, P. $4 
And doc him honour, fitting hig degree, 
With vailed Bonner,and low bended knee 2. 
They all obſery'd; But aged Mordceai 
( Whaſe ſtubborne joynts negleRed to obey : 
The ſecd which Heaven with infamy had braided) 
Stoutly refuſed what the King commanded; 
Which,when the ſervants of the King had ſeenc, 
Thcir fell diſdaine, mixt with an enviorsſpleene, 
lnflam'd; 
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Inflam'd; They queſtion'd how he durſt withſtand 
The juft performance of the Kings Command ; 
Daily they checkt him for his high diſdaine, 

And he their checks did daily cntertaine 

With filent ſlight behaviour, which did prove 

As full of care,as their rebukes of love. 

Since then their hearts (not able to abide 

A longer ſuftrance of his pecvith pride) 

(Whojc ſcorching fires, paſſion did augment, ) 
Muſt cither breake,or finde a ſpeedy vent : 

To Haman they thiunwelcome newes related, 
And whar they ſaid,their malice agzravated. 
Enviec did ope her Snake-devouring lawes, 
Foam'd frothy blood,and bent her unked Pawes, 
Her hollow cycs did caſt out {ſudden flame, 

And pale as aſhes lookt this angry Dame, 
And thus beſpake ! Art thou that man of tght, 
That 7mpe of Glory? Times great Favorite ? | 
Hath thy deſerved worth reftor'd againe 
The blemcifhh: honour of thy Princely ſiraine? 
Art thou that Yonder which the Perſian State 
Stanis gating at ſomiuchand peyniing at? 
Filling all wondring exes with Admiration, 
Ard every loyall brart with Adoration? 1 
Art thou that mighty He > How haps it then 
That wre!iched Mordecai, the worji of mien, 
A captive flave, aſnperfiitious lew, 
Slzghts thee,ana robs thee of thy rightfull due © 

Nor was hts fault diſguis'd with Ignorance, 

(7be unfee'd Advecaie of ſine ) or Chance, 

But bacht with Arrogance and forule Deſpite: 

Riſe up,and doe thy ſuffrine bouour right, 

Vp (like his deepe Revenge) roſe Hamaxrhen., 

And like a ſleeping Lion from his Den, 
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Ronz.'d his relentlefic Rage; Bur when his eye 
Conhrm'd the newes Report did teftife, 
His Reaſon ſtraight was heay'd from off his henge, 
And Fury rounded in his care, Revenge, 
And (like a raſh Adviſer) thus began : 

There's no::ing (Haman ) # moredecare to man, 

And cooles bu boylaxg vemes with ſweeter pleaſure, 
Than quicke Revenge; for to revenge by leiſure, 
Is but like feeding, when the [lomake's paſt, 
Pleaſing nor eager appetite, nor tafle : 
Te when delay returnes Revenge the greater, 
Like poynant ſante,it makes the meas the ſweeter : 
It fits not th'bonour of thy perſonage, 
Nor ſtands it with thy Greatneſſe, teingave , 
Thy xoble thoughts,to make Revenge ſo poore, 
To be reveng'd on oxe alene * thy fore 
Needs many plaiſters : make thy bonour good, 
Not with a dyop,but with a world of bleed: 
Borrow the Sythe of Time,and let thy Pafiion 
HMowe dewne thy lewiſh Foe, with all bis Nation, 
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Menitat, 7. 


Ights God for curſed Amalek ? Tharhand 4 
Thar once did curſe, doth now the curſe with= XZ 
Is God unjuſ? Is Iuſtice fled from heaven;(ſand:* 77 
Or are the righteous Ballances uneven > © 
Is this that [uſtfehova's ſacred Word , ww” 
Firmely inroll'd within the Lawes Record, 

Ile fight with Amalek;deſirey bis Nation, 

Andjrom remembrance blurre bu Generation? 
What,ſhall his Curſc te Amalth be voyd? 

And withthoſe plagues ſhall Iſr'el be deftroyd - 
l Ab, 
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Ah,ſooncr ſhall the ſprightly flames of fire 
Deicend and moyſten; and dull carth, aſpire, 
And with her dryneſſe quench faire T;t2#5 heare, 
Then ſhall thy words, and juſt Decrces retreat ; 
The Day,(as weary of his burthen) tyres; 
The Yeere(full laden with her months) expires : 
The heay'ns (grown great with age )muſt ſoone de- 
The pondrous carth in time ſhall pafſe away ; (cay 
 Buryerthy ſacred Words ſhall alway flouriſh, 
Though daies, & yeres,& heave & carth do periſh. 

How perkes proud Haman then? What proſp'rous 
Exalts his Pagan head > How fortunate (farce 
Harh favour crown'd his times? Hath God decreed 
No other Curſe upon that curſed ſeed ? 

The mortall eye of man can bur perceive 
Things preſent;when his heart cannot conceive, 
Hec's cither by his outward ſenſes guided, | 
Or,like a Owere, leaves it undecided: 
The fleſhly cye that lends a fceble fight, / 
Failes in extent, and hath no further might | 
Than to attaine the obje& : and therc ends ; 
His ofhce;and of whart it apprehends, 
nes the underſtanding, which concelvecs, ( 
And deſcants on that thing the fight perceives, 
Or gopd,or bad; unable to rojek 
The juſt occaſion, or the rrue effed : 

Man ſces like man,and can but comprehend 
Things as they preſent arc, ngtas they cnd ; 
God ſees a Kings heart,in a ſhefilugards breſt, 
And in a mighty King, he ſees a Beaſt: 
'Tisnotrhe Spring: tide of aWhigh ctare 
- Creares a man (thouugh ſeemin® Forrunare ; 
The blaze of Honour, Fortunes ſweet cxcefle, 
Doe undcſcrve the name of Happinelle : 
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The frownes of indiſpaſed Fortune makes 
Man poore,but not unhappy. He that takes 
Her checks with patience,lcaves the name of poote 
And lets in Forrunc at a backer doore. 


© Lord,lct my fortunes be or rich,or poore: 
Ut ſmall, the lefle account; if great,the mote. 


| 
| 
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Me, 
—— 


THE ARGVNBNI. 
Pnts the King proud Haman ſues, 
Fer the deſirulli on of the lewes: 
The Kyng conſents, and i hu name 
Decrees wereſent t'efſett the ſame. 
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Se.8, 
0 bon when the,yecr had turn'd his courſe about 
And fully worne his weary howers our, 
And left his circling travcll to his heire, 
Thar now ſets onſet to th'cnſuing yeere, 
Proud Hamaz(pain'd with travcll in rhe birth, 
Till afrer-rime could bring his miſchicfc forth}. 
Caſts Lots,from month to month,from day to-day, 
To picke the choyceſt rime,when Fortune may. 
Be moſt propitious to his damned plot; _. 
Till onthe laſt month fell th'unwilling Lot : 
So Haman guided by his Idoll Fate, IR 
(Cloking with publike good his private Hate) - 
In plainriffe tearmes, where Reaſon forg'd arcllith 
Vnto the King, his ſpeech did thus imbellith ; 
V pon the limits of thu happy Nation, 
There flotes a shymme, an off caſt Generation, ' 
Diſperſt, deſþis' d;and noyſome to the Land, \ 
1d Refraliory to the Eawes, to thy Com mand, © 2; 
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Xot ſcoping totby Power, but de/piſing 
AE Government. but of their owne deviſing, 
# hich ftirrs the glowing embers of diviſien, 
The batefill motber of a States perdition, 
I be which (ot ſoone redreft by Reformation \ = 
#71 ruine breed to thee, and totby Nation, | 
Begetting Rebels, and ſcditions broyles, 
Hud fill thy ptacefull Land,with bloody ſpoyles: 
Now thcrefore,if it pleaſe my gracious Lord, 
Te vight tha grievance with ha Princely ſword, 
That Death,and equall Inflice may o'rewhb.lme 
Tbe ſecret Rueners of thy ſacred Realme, 
' Vnts be Royall Treaſure of the King, 
Ten theuſand ſilver Talents will [ bring, | 
Then gaverhe King, from off his heedlefle hand 
His Ring to Haman,with that Ring command, 
And ſaid : Thyproffer'd wealth poſſeſ[e, 
Tet be thy Juſt Petition ne'rtheltſſe 
Eatirely granted, Loe,before thy face 
Thy vaſjals lye, with all their rebel race; 
T hine be the people,and the power thime, 
Taltet theſe Reb? ls their diſerved Fine. 
Farthwith the Scribes were ſummon'd to appeare 
Decreecs were written,ſent to ey'ry Shierc; 
To all Licytenants, Captaines of the Band, 
And allrhe Provinces range Fob the Land, 
Sril'din the name and perſon of the King, 
And made authentick with his Royall Rang; 
By ſpcedy Poſt-men were the Letrers ſent; 
And this the furame is of their fad content : 
ASSVERVS REX. 
Chee wy qr in the FRI Land, 
pox the Day preſixt )prepare bis hand 
To make the Channels he with Rebels blood, 
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Axdfrem tbe earth to root the lewiſh brood : 

And let the ſoſtaeſſe of no partial heart, 

Threugh melting pity,love.oy falſe deſert, 

Spare ether yong or old,or maz,or woman, 

But (the their faults, ſo let their plagues be common. 
Decreed and figned by our Princely Grace, 

And grven at Suſhan.from oxr Royall Place, 


So Hamas hl1'd with joy (his fortunes bleſ ? 


With faire ſucceſle of his ſo foule requeſt) 

Laid carc aſide to fleepe,and with the King, 
Conſum'd the rime in jolly banquerting : 

Meane while,the lewes, (the poore affli&ed lewes 
Perplext,and ſtart!'d with the new-bred newes) 
With drooping heads,and ſclic-imbracing armes, 
Wepr forth the Dirze of their enſuing harmes. 
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Medita, 8. 

()* all diſeaſes in a publike weale, 

No one more danzerous,and hard to heate, 
(Except a tyrant King) then when great mighr 
Is trufted to the hangs, that take delight ; 
To bathe, axd paddle in the blood of thoſe, 
Whom tonleniingd not juſt cauſe oppoſe : 
For when as haughty power is conjeynd 
Vnto the will of a diſtemper'd mind, 
What e'r it can,it will, and what it will, 
It in itſclfe, hath power to fulfill: 
What miſchicfe then can linger, uaatrempted? 
Whar baſe attemprs can happen, unprevented? 
Starures muſt breake,goad Lawes muſtgo to wrack 
And (like a Bow that's ovcrbent) muſt cracke'; 
Iuſtice (rhe life of Law )becomes ſo furious: : 
That(over-deing right) it proves injuyiouss\ ©” / 
Mercy 
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Mercy (the Steare of Iuftice) flyes the City, 
Andfalſly muft be rerm'd, a fooliſh Pity, 
Meane while the gracious Princes tender breſt 
(Gently polleſt with nothing bur the beſt 
Ofthe diſguis'd diflemblcr) is abugs'd 
And maderthe cloke, wherewith his fault's excus d: 
The radicnt beames that warme, & ſhine ſo bright, 
Comfort this lower world with hear, and light, 
Bur drawne, and recolleRei in a glafle, 
They burne,and their appointed limits paſle : 
Even ſo the power from the Princes hand, 
Dirce&s the ſubjeR with a ſiveer command, 
Bur to perverſc fantaſticks if confer'd, 
Whom wealth,or blinded Fortune hath prefer'd, 
It ſpurres on wrong,and makes the right retire, 
And ſets the grumbling Common-wealth on fire: 
Their foule intenr,rhe Common good pretends, 
And with that good,they maske their private ends; 
Their gloric's dimme,and cannot b'underſtood, 
Vnleflc it ſhine in pride, or ſwimme in blood : 
Their will's a Law,their miſchiefe Policy, 

heir frownes are Death, their power Tyranny : 
11l thrives the State, that harbours ſuch a man, 
That can,what c'r he wills; wills, what he can. 

May my ungarniſht quill preſume ſo much, 
Toglorike ir ſclfe, and give a touch 
Vpon the lland of my Soy'raigne Lord 3 
Whar language ſhall I uſe, whatnew-found word, 
T'abridge the mighty volume of his worth, 
And keepe me blamelcfſe, from th' untimely birth 
Of (falſe reputed) flatrery > He lends 
- No-curſed Hamaz pow'r,to wotke his Ends 
Wpon our ruine,buttransferres his grace 
(Pn juſtdeſerr, which in theugly face 
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Of foule DetraRtion, (untoucht)can dare, 
And ſmile, till blackmourh'd Envy bluſh,and tare 
Her Snaky fleece. Thus, thus in happy peace 
He rules,to make our happineſle increatc, 
Directs with love,commands with Princely awe, 
And in his breſt he beares a I iving Law: 

Defend us thou, and heavens thee defend, 

And lct proud Haman haye proud Hamazs cnd. 
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THE ARGVMENT. 
The lewes, and Mordecai lament, 
And waile the height of thezr daſlreſſes : 
But Mordecai the Dutene poſſeſſes, 
Witheruek Hamans foule intent, 
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Sect. 9 | 
Ow when as Fame((the daughter of the earth 
Newly diſ-burthen'd of her plumed birth) 
From offher Turrets did her wings diſplay, 
And pearche in the ſad cares of Mordecaz, 
He rent his garments, wearing in their ſtead 
Diſtrefled ſackcloth : on his fainting head 
He ſtrowed Duſt, and from his ſhowring eyes 
Ran floods of forrow, and with birter cryes | 
His griefe ſaluted heaven; his groanes did borrow 
No Arr, to draw the truc pourtrai& of ſorrow ; 
Nor yer within his troubled breſt alone, 
(Too ſmall a ſtage for griefe to trample on) 
D1d Tyrant ſorrow a@her lively Sceane, | 
But did ny (ſuch griefe admits no-meane} 
The lawleſſe limits of her Theater 
Ith' hearts of allthe Icwiſh Nation, where ' | 
K _ With 
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(With no diffembled Ation) ſhe expreſt 
The lively Paſltion ofa penſive breſt. 
Forthwith he poſteth to the Palace gate, 
T'acquaint queene Efter with his ſad eſtate, 
Burt found no entrance :; for the Perhan Court 
Gave welcome to delights,and yourn!y ſport, 
To jolly mirth, and ſuch delighrfull rhings : 
Sol? raiment beſt befirs rhe Courts of Kings; 
There lyes no welcome for a whining face, 
A mourning habit ſuits no Princely Place : 

Which when the Maids,and Eunuchs of the queer: 
(Vnahlc of themſelves to helpe) had ([cene, 
Their Royall Miſtreſſe ſtraight they did acquaint 
With the dumb-ſhew of her {ad Couſins plaint; 
Wherear (till now a ſtranger to rhe cauſe) ; 
Perplext,and forced by the tender Laws 
Ofdeare Aﬀettion,her gentle heart 
Did ſympathize with his conceived ſmart: 
She ſent him change of raiment to pur on, 
To vaile his griefe; But he received none : 
Then( ſore Canal imnaricns to forbeare 76 
The knowledze of the thing ſhe fear'd to heare) | 
She ſent her ſeryant to him, to importune, 
What ſudden Chance, or what diſaſt rous fortune 
Had caus'd this ſtrange, and ill-apparell'd gricfe, 
Thatihe (if in her lyes)may ſend reliefe: 
To whom his ſorrowes made this ſad Relation, 
And this, the tenor of his Declaration : | 

Hamans, (tat curſed Hamans ) bavghty tride, | 

( Becauſe my knee deſcrvedly denyde | 
To make an Jdoll of bis Greatneſſe) bath | 
Incenſt the fury of bis jealous wrath, 
And profer'd lavifhs bribes ts buy the blood 
Of me,and all the faithfull Zewiſh brood : 


E oe; heve the copy, eranted bythe King, 

Sid iabis nan eg mfurmed with bis Ri2S 

By vertye of the whic h, trto bu bands, 

Curſi Haman bath ingroft dur les, 61 lands : 
Goerel! the Lueente, u reſt eth in hey powers 

To belpe;the caſe is hers as well as Onrs © 

Goe th! my {ouſin © ueen, it u her chatg6, 

To uſe th: meanes, whereby fhe may mlarge 

Her aved kinſmanslife, and all ber Natton;, 
Preſcyring to the King bey ſupplication, 
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Medwat. 5. 


\\ 7 Ho hopes t'attain the ſweer Elyſian Layes 
P 


Toreap the harveſt of his well ſpent daies 


Muſt pafle the joylefle ſtreames of Acaron, - 
The ſcorching waves of burnuns Phlegeton, 


And ſable billowes of the Stypian Lake : 


Thus ſweet with ſowre,cach mortall muſt partake» 


Whar joytfull Harveſter did cre obtaine 
The ſweerfruition of his hopefull gaine, 


Vnrill his hardy lJabours firſt had paſt 


The Summers heat, and ſtormy Winters blaſt ? 


A ſable night returnes a ſhining morrow ; 


And dayes of joy enſue ſad nighrs of ſerrow: 
The way to blifle Iyes nor on beds of Downe, 


And he that had no Crolle,deſeryes no Crowne 5 
There's but one Heav n, one plaee of perfe& caſe, 


In man itlies, ro takc ir where he pleaſe, 
Aboyc,or here below; And few men doe 
Injoy the one;and raſt the other roo; 


Sweating,and conſtant labour wins the Goale 


Of Reſt; Afflictions clarific the ſoule, 
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And like hard Maſters,give more hard direQtions, 

Tut ring the nonage of uncurb'd atfeQions : 
Wiſedome (the Antidote of fad deſpaire) 

Makes ſharpe AﬀiRions ſeeme not as they are, 

Through patient ſuffrance;and doth apprehend, 

Not as they ſeeming are,bur as they end : 

To bearce AﬀiRion with a bended brow, 

Or ſtubborne heart, is but to diſallow 

The ſpeedy meanes to health; ſalve heales no ſore, 

It miſ-apply'd,but makes the griefc the more : 

Who ſends AfﬀiQtion,ſend an end;and Hc 

Beſt knowes whar's beſt for him, what's beſt for me? 

"Tis not for me tocarvc me where I like; 

Him pleaſes when he liR, to ſtroake or ſtrike: 

He neither with, nor yet avoid Tentation, 

Bur ſtill expeRit,and make Preparation * 

Ifhe thinke beſt my Faith ſhall nor he tryle, 

(Lerd)keep me ſpotleſs from preſumpruous prides 

It Mo with tryall, vive me care, 

By thankfull patience, to prevent Deſpaire; 

Fir me to beare whate'r wa ſhalr aſlignc; 

T kifle the Rod, becauſe the Rod is thine. 
How-e'r,let me not boaſt,nor yer repine, 
Wirh ttiall;or without(Lord) make me thine. 
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Tus ARGVMBNT 
Her ayd implor'd,the © ueene refuſes 
To heipe them,and her ſelfe excuſes : 
But (urg'd by Mordecai) conſents 
To die,or croſſe their foes ments. 
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Sedi. 1a, 
Ow when the ſervant had return'd the words 
Of wretched Moraecaz, like pointed ſwords, 
They ncere impierc't Queene Efters render heart, 
That well could pity,but no helpe impart; 
Ballac'd with gricfe, and with the burthen foyld, 
(Like Ordnance over-charg'd) ſhe thus recoyld ; 
Goe, Hatach, !ell my wretched kinſman thus, 
The caſe concernes net you alone, but us: 
We are the ſubjefl of proud Hamans bate, 
As well as you; our life u pointed 2t 
As well as yours, 0! 4s the meaneſt Iew, 
XN or cax 1 belpe my ſelfc, nor them, nor you : 
You know the Cuftome of the Perſian State, 
No King may breake, no (ubjett violate : 
How may 1 then preſume to make acceſſe 
Before th'ofjended King ? or rudely preſſe 
(Yucall'd) into bis preſence? How can F 
E:epeft my ſuit,aud bave deſeru'd ts dye? 
May my deſires bape to finde ſucceſſe, 
whex to offeft them,l the Law tranſereſſe? 
Thefe thirty dayes uncall'd for bave I bia 
Vato my Lord, How dare I now goe in? 
nes , and —_ thy heavy newes 
And ſhew the truth of my unforc'd excuſe, | 
K 23% Whereof 
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EF, Whercof when Mordecai was full poſlett, 
His troubled foule he boldly thus expreſt : 
Goeztell the fearful 2 neent; too great's ber feare, 
Too (mall her zealc;ber life ſhe rates too deare : 
How poore' S$th' aduentureto ineagetby blood, 
Ts ſave thy peopies life, and Churches 2001 ? 
To what advantage canſl thou more expoſe 
T by life than this > Th'aft but a life to loſe ; 
Thmke not, thy Greatneſſe can excuſe our deaib, 
Oy fave thy life; thy life is but a breath 
As well as ours, (Great Ducen*)thog boyYſt in vaine, 
In ſaving of alife, a life to gaine : 
Who knowcs if God on purpoſe did intend 
Thy bigh preferment for this happy end ? 
If at this needfull time thor (have to ſþeake, 
Oar ſpeedy belpe ſhilt (like :he morning) breaks. 
From heaten,toect hey with thy'wees, and be 
That ſuccours us,ſhal! beape his plagues on thee. 
Which when queene Eſter had right well perus'd 
And on each wounding word had ſadly mus'd, 
Startled with zcale,not daring te deny, 
She rouz'd her faith,and ſent this meeke reply: 
Since heaven it 1s endowes each cnterprixe 
With good ſncceſſe, and onely in us lies 
To plant, and water, let us firſt obtaine 
Heavens high Aſiitancelefl the worke be vaine: 
Let all the lewcs in Sufa (ummon'd be, 
And heepe aſolemne three day:s Faſt,and we,. 
With all our ſervants, aad our maiden traine, 
"Shall faft as loxg, and from our theughtiabſftaixe : 
Ther to the Kiag (uncall'd) will 1 repaire, 
( How e'r my belsnfſe ſhall bis Lawes contraire, ) 
And bravely wel. one Death before mine eye, 
Anda [corre her power ; 1f 1 dye, I dye. 


Meditat. 
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Wher's little, little's crav'd, where much, there's” -. 
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Meditat, 10! 4 


\ 


S in the winged Common-wealth of Bees, 

(Whoſe carctull Summer-providence foreſegs/ 
Th'approching fruitlefſe Winter,which denyes |, * 
The crowne of labour) ſome with laden thighs 5.2 
Take charge to beare their waxy burthens humex '\ | 
Others reccive the welcome load; and ſome | | 
Diſpoſe the waxe; others, the plot coatrive ; | 
Some build the curious Comb,ſfome guard the Hive 
Like armed Centinels; others diſtraine : 


ar | : ns \ 
The purer hony from the wax; ſome rraine 
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And diſcipline the young, while others drive 7 
The ſluggh Drones, from their gelcrved Hiye: 
Thus in this Common-wealth (untaught by Art) 


Each winged Burger a&ts his bukte parr 

So man( whoſe hr{t Creation did intend, 

And chicfly poinred at no other cnd, 

Then(asa faithfull Steward )ro receive 

The Fine and quir-rent of the lives we live, } 

Muſt ſuit his deare indeavour to his might; - 
Each one muſt lifr,to make the burthen light, 
Proving the power, that his gifts attord, -A 
To raiſe the beſt adyantage tor his Lord, 

Whoſe ſubſtitute he is,and for whoſe fake 
We live and breath; each his account muſt make, \s 
Or more, or lette; and he whoſe power lacks 

The meanes to gather honey, mult bring waxes -. 
Five Talents doublc five; two render fourc; | 


Kings by their Roy all priviledge may doc, (morcs 
Whar unbekts a mind to ſearch into, 
K 4 Pur 
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Bur by the force of their Prerogativyes, 
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They cannot free the cuſtome of their lives : 
The filly pon! prom whoſe wrinkled browes 
Faint drops diſtill, — labour that ſhe owes 
Her needy life, )muſt make her Audite roo, 
As well as Kings,and mighry Monarkes doc: 
The world's a Stage, each mortall a&s thereon, 
As wcl the King Gat glittcrs on the Throne, 
As necdy beggers: Heav n Spettaror is, 
And markes who a&eth well.and who amifle. 

| © Whatpart befits me beſt, I cannor tell : 

Jr matters not how meane, ſo ated well. 
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THE ARGyMENT, 
Yuwthe King Ducexe Eſter coes, 
He unexpetted favour ſhowe:, 
Demands ber ſuit ,ſh: doth requeſt 
The K/ng and Haman toa Fesſt. 


———— 
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V Y Had feaſttd heaven, with a ſweet repaſt, 
She roſc,and with her Royall Robes ſhe clad 
A ncedlefic helpe ro counterfeit a ſorrow, ) 
She boldly ſtood before the Royall Throne, 


Sea. 11. 

Hen as L'ueene Eſters folemne 3. daics Faſt 

Her lowly bended body the unbow'd, 
nd (like faire Tar breaking from a cloud) 
Her livelette limmes,and'with a face as ſad 
As gricte cauld paint, (wanting no Art to borrow 
Softly ſhe did dire& her feeble pace 
Vnto the inner Court, where for a ſpace, 
Like one that would, but durſt not make her mone: 
0 | Which 
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Which when her princely husband did behold, | 
His hcart rclented, (Fortune helpes the bold) 
And toexpretle a welcome unexpected, 

Forth to the Queene his Scepter hedireQed; 
Whom (now imboldned to approch ſecur'd) 

In gracious termes, hc gently thus con jur'd ; 

What u't 2ucene Eſter would f What ſad requeſt 
Hangs on ber lips, aweils im her doublfull breſt 2 
' ++ Say, ſay, (my lifes preſerver) what 5 the thine, 

That lyes in the p rformance of a King, 
Shall be deny'd ? Faire Ducens, what Cre is mine 
Vnto the moity of my Kingdome's thine. 

So Eſt:r thus : If in thy princely eyes 
Thy loyal! ſervant bath sbtain'd the prize 
Of undeſcrued faveur, let the King 
And Haman grace my thu dayes-banqueting, 

To crowne the dainties of 11s hane maids Feaſt, 
Humbly devated to ſo great a Gueſt. 

The motion pleas'd, and fairly well ſucceeded: 
(To willing mindes, no twice intreaty needed) 
Thzy came ; but in Pueene Efters troubled face, 
(Robd of the ſweetnefle of her wonted grace) 
The King read diſcontent ; her face divin'd 
The greatneſle of ſome further ſuit behiade, 

Say, ſay, (thou bounteous barvifl of ny Joyes) 

(Said then the King) what dampiſh griefe annoyes 
Thy troubled ſoule ? Speake, Lady, what's the thing 
Thy heart deſires ? By th'enour of a King, 
My Kingdomes halfe, requeſted, Ile drvige 
To faire Pence Eſter, 1s my faireſt Brides 
[9 then the tenour of my deare requeſt, 
(Reply'd the Dutene, ) unto aſecond Feaſt, 
Thy humble ſuitor dotb preſume to bid 
The Kinz, and Haman, as before ſhe did 5 


Now therefore if it pleaſe » y ericious Loyd, 
To dazgne hu.Reyall preſence, and afford 

The pcerlifſe treaſure of bis Princely Grace, 
To ary ihe ſorrewes of bis Han«maid: face, 
Thex lo my Kingly, and thrice-w:lcome Gueſt, 
His ferwant ſhall unboſome ber R:queſt, 


————————. —_ _—_ m_ 


mm. A 


Media 1t. 


E that invites his Maker to a Feaſt, 
 I{Adviſing well the greatnefle of his Gueſt ) 
Muſt purge his dining chamber from infeQions, 
And {weepe the Cohwebs of his lewd affe&tions, 
And then provide ſuch Cates, as moſt delight 
His Palate, and beſt pleaſe his Apperitc : 

And ſuch are holy workes, and pious deeds, 

Theſe are the dainties whercon heaven feeds : 
Faith playes the Cook, ſcaſons,direRs,and guides; 
So man findes meat, ſo God the Cooke provides ; 
His drinke are teares,ſprung from a midnight cry, 
Heaven fips our Near from a finners eye ; 

The dining Chamber is the ſoulc oppreſt 

God keepes his revells in a Sinners breſt : 

The mulicke that attends the Feaſt, are grones, 
Deep-ſounding ftighes,and loud-lamenting mones 2 
Heavy'n hearcs no (ſweeter muſick,than complaints, 

The Fafts of finners, are the Feaſts of Saints, 

To waich heav'n dainsto ſtoop, & heay' ns hie King 
Deicends, whilit all rhe quire of Angels fing, 

And with ſuch ſenſe-bercaving Sonnets fill 

The hearts of wretched men, that my rude quill 
(Dazeld with roo much light) irſelte addreſſing 

10 blazc them forth,obſcures the in th'cxpreſiing: 
| Thrice 
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Thrice happy manzand thrice thrice happy Feaſt, 

Grac'd with the preſence of ſo great a Gueſt ; 

To him are freely giv n the privy keyes 

Ofhcav'nand earth, to opcn when he pleaſe, 

And locke when e're he liſt; In him it lyes 

To ope the ſnowring flood-gatcs of the skies, 

Or fhut them at his pleaſure ; in his hand 

The Hoſt of heavenis pur ; if he command, 

The Sunne (not daring to withſtand) obeyes, 

Our-runnes his equall howres , flies back,or ſtayes, 

To him there's noughrtuneakiero atchieye; | 

Hee'lc rouze the graves, and make the dead alive. 

© Lord, I'mec unhir r'invire thee to my home, 

My Cates are all roo coorſe,too meane my Roome: 
Yet comeand welcome ; By thy pow'r Divine, 
Thy Grace may turne my Water inte Wine. 


—_ 
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THE ARGVMENT, WIS 
Good Mordecai's unreverence 4. 
Great Hamans haughty pride offends : 
H'acquaints bu wife with the offence , 

T be counſell of his wife and friends. 
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Seet.12. 

Hat day went Hamas forth; for his ſwolne breſt 

Was fill'd with joyes, and heart was full pofleft 
Ofall the height Ambition could require, 
To fatisfic her prodigall Defire. V3 i 

But when he palled through the Palace Gate," 

(His eye-ſorc) aged Mardechers fare, th; 
With head unbar'd, and tubborne knee unhentr, 
Vnapt to fawne, with laviſh blandiſhmear ; 
| Whick 
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Which when great Hawen ſaw, Bis boiling breſt 
(So great diſdaine unable to digeſt ) 
Ran o're ; his blood grew hot, and new defires 
Inceaſt, and kindlcd his avcnging fires: 
Surcharg'd with griefe, and fick with male-content 
Through his diſtemper'd paſtion, home he went ; 
Where (to aſlwage the {welling of his ſorrow 
With words, the pooreſt helps diſtreſſe can borrow) 
| His witc, and friends he ſummon'd to partake 
His cauſe of diſcontent, and thus beſpake ; 
See, ſet, bow Fortune with a Ub'rall hand, 
Hath with the beſt, and ſweezeſt of the Land, 
Crewn'd my deſrres,and bath timely blowne 
My budded hopes, whoſeripeneſſe bath out-grovene 
The limits, and the height of expeflation, 
Scarce tobe had, but in a Contemplation : 
See, ſee, bow Fortzne (to inlarge my breath, 
And make me living in deſpiyht of Death) 
Hath mulliply'd my loynes, that after-Fame 
May in my floche preſerve my Blosd, my Name? 
To make my honour with my fortunes even, 
Behold, my gracious I ord the King hath given 
And truſiea to my band theſword of Pow'r , 
Or life,or death lies where I laugh oy lowre : 
Who flands more gracions in my Princes eye ? 
How frownes the King,if Harman be not by ? 
Efter the Ducenc bath made tbe King ber Gueſt, 
And (wiſely weighing how ts erace the Feaſt 
With moſt advantage) bath (in policy) . 
Invited me : And no man ciſe but 1 
(Onely a fit Companion for « Kine) 
May taſte the ſecrets of the banquetting 
Tet wht availes my wealth, my place ny might 7 
How can 1 rellifo them ? with what delight 7 


whe 
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THhBt Ars GVNENT, 
The King askes Haman, what reſpes 
Beſus the man that bc affects 1 
And with that b-nour doth appay 
T be good deſerts 8/ Mordecal. 
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Set. 13, 

Ow when as Morphens (Serjeant ofthe nighr ) 
Had laid his mace upon the dawning light, 
And wirh his luſtlefle limbs had clofly ſpred 

The ſable Curtaines of his drowzie Bed, 

The King ſlept nor, but (indiſpos'd toreſt) 
Diſguiſed thoughts within his rroubled breft 

Kept midnight Revells. 

Wherefore (to recolle@ his randome thought) 

He gave command the Chronicles be broughr. 
And read before him, where, with good attention, 
He mark'd how Mordecai (with faire prevention) 
Of a foulc treaſon 'gainſt his blood intended) 

His life, and ſtate had loyally defended ; 
Whereat the King (mparicntto repay 

Such faithfull ſervice, with the leaſt delay) 
Gently demands, What thankfull recompence, 
What worſhip, or deſerved 1everence, 
Equivalent to ſuch great ſervice, hath 

Iuſtly repayd this loyall Liegce-mans faith > 

They anſwer'd, none : Now Hawan (fully bent . ., 
To giye the veſlcll of his poiſon,vent) | 
Stood ready charg'd with fell Revenge, prepar's 
To beg his life, whem highly to reward, 

The King intends :; Say (Haman) quotb the King, 1: 
What worſvip, or wWhas honourable thing 1 
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Beſt fits the perſon, whom the King ſhall place 
ibm the bouxty of bus bioheſt Grace ? 

. So Hamanthus bethoughr, Whom more than! 
Deſerve the Sun-ſbine of my Princes eye ? 

Whom ſeekes the King to bonowr mere than me ? 

From Hamans mouth.ſh:ll Haman honour'd be ? 
Speake freely then; Ana let thy tongue proclame 

An benour ſeting to thy worth, thy name : 

So Hamanthus : This honour,this refpe 

Re done to bim the King fill moſt affect, 

1% Robes Imperial be bis body drefl, 

And br avaly mounted on that wery Beaſl 

7 be Kine beſirides;then be the Crowne of State ? 
Plac'd ox bis lofty browes;let Princes waite 

Yon bis Stirrep, and in triamph leade 

This Impe of :!10xour gn Aſlſucrus ſtead; 

Ard to exprefſe the gls ry of bus nome, 

Like Heyalds, letthe Prances thus proclame ; | 
© Thy peerlefſe honour,and theſe Princely rites 

«. Be done 10 him, in whom the King delights. 

Said then the King, (0 ſudden change of Fate!) 
Within the Portall of our Palace Gate 

There fits a ew, whoſe name ® Mordecai, 

Be be the man; Let no peruerſe delay 
Protrat?; But what thy laviſh tongue bath ſaid, 

Doe thox to bim : So Haman ſore diſmaid : | 

His tongue (ty'd ro his Roofe )made no reply, 

Bur (neither daring anſwer nor deny) 

Perforce obeyd,and ſo his Page became, -. 
Whole life he foughr ro have bereay'd with ſhame : 
The Rites ſolemniz'd, Mordecai rerurn'd ; 
Vato the Gare; Hamas went home and mourn'd, 
(His viſage muffled ina mournfull yale) 
And cold his wife this melancholy Talc - 
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Wherear amaz'd,and ftareled at the newes, 
* Deſpairing, thus the ſpake : fromthe Temes 
This Mordccai dertve bu happy line, 

Hz be the palme of viftory, not thine 5 

The bighe(t beavcns bave ſtill conſpir'd to blefſe 

That faithful ſeed, and with a faire ſacceſſe 

Have crown'd their Juſt deſsznes $1f Merdecai 
Deſcend fiomthence, thy bopes ſhall ſoont decay, 

And melt like waxe before the mid-day Sun, 

So ſaid, her broken ſp2ech nor fully done; 
Hama#u was haſted to Queene Eſters Feaſt; 

To mirth and joy ,an indiſpoſed Gueſt. 


—_ —_—— Cr On —- 
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Meditat. 13. 


RE nothing under heaven moreglorities 
The name of King, of in aſubje&s eyes 

Winnes more obſervance, ortrue loyalty; 

Than ſacred [uſtice, ſhared'equallys; 

No greater glory can belong to Mighr, 

Than to defendthe feebleawrheir right ; = 

To helpe the helpletlc,and their wrongsredrefle, 

To curbe the haughty-hearted and ſuppreſſe 

The proud; urs re, ly ſpecialkdeed' - 

Wirth puniſhment, or honourable meed : 

Herein Kings aptly may de:ſerve the name 

Of Gods, enſhrined in an earthly frame ; 

Nor can they any way approach more nye 

The full perfeRion of a Deity, 

Than by true luſtice, imitating heaven "_ 

In nothing more, than in the poizing eayen . | 

Their righteous ballance : Iuſticc is nor blind; 

Az Poers feigne ; bur, with a fight refin'd, FA 

E Her 


+0 Fig . FI" &.» F” IS jy Cat! P 4 _M%. l IEOE "4 4 - Py . FIFa FOR 
'X ts © 7» 4 DO = =» Wor. 6 6 _ th __” #% 
—_ - . 2x +5 1 VE » F* » : . s , Y 5 
ee WR <5. & "oC. Foe OED n ; #» ff | _ wy 5 ay pa A / x » , PR | : q 
= h- 4 | PE) : n «, wo - q y * 
39 . 4 Cs. , « he 
1.3 - E = . EC , | 0 © 
* 6 , 4 * . ® = 
Y o 
—MT.c , 
"A 


2 -- HerLyncianeyes are clear d,and ſhine as bright 


As doe heir errours, thar deny her ſight ; 
The ſoule of [uſtice reſteth in her eye, 
Her comtemplation's chiefly ro deſcry 
True worth, from painted ſhowcs ; and loyalty, 
From falſe, and deepe-dificmbled trechery ; 
A noble Srareſman, from a Paraſitc; 
And good, from what is meercly good in fight : 
Such hidden thing; her pictcing eyc can fee: 
If Iuſticce then be blinde, how blinde are we ! 

T Right fondly have the Pocts pleas'd to (ay, 
From earth the faire 4/ire«'s fied away, 
And in the ſhining Baudrike takes her ſear, 
To make the number of the Signes compleat : 

For why ? 4ftrea doth repoſe and reſt 
Within the Zodiake of my Sov raignes breſt, 
And from the Cradlc of his infancy, 
Hath rrain'd his Royall heart with induſtry, 
In depth ef righreous lore, and facred thewes 
Ot Iuſtice Schoole  thar this my Haggard Muſe 
Cannot containe the freencile of her iprighr, 
Bur make a Mounty at fo fairc a flight, 
(Perchance) though (like a baftard Eagle daz'd 
With roo great light) ſhe winke , and tall amaz'd, 
F Hear'n make my heart more thankfull,in confet- 

So high « blifſe.than skilfull,in expreſſing. (fing 
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THE ARGVMENT. 
The 2 «cexe brings Hamans ascuſation , 
The K222's difpleas'd, and growes in paſſion 
Proud Hamans trecbrry deſay d; 


The ſhamefull end of ſhameleſ]e pride. 
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Sell, 14. 

| 5G ro farisfic the queenes requeſt, 

The King and Hamen came unto her Feaſt, 
Whereart the King (what then can hap amiſle ? 
Became her ſuitor, that was humbly his, 
And fairly thus entreating, this befpake 2 

what it Yyeene Eftcr would ? andfor ber ſake, 
What it the King world not ? preferre thy ſuit, 
Faire Ducene : Thoſe that defpazre. let them be mute ;, 
Cleare up thoſt clouded beames (my faireft Bride) 
My Kingdomes halfe (requeſiea) Ile divide. 
|  Whereat the Queen, halfe hoping, halfe afraid, 
Diſclos' d her trembling lips, and thus ſhe ſaid ; 
7f an the bounty of thy Frincely Grace, 

Thy ſad Petitioner may finde a place 
To ſhrewd ber moſt unutterable griefe, 
#bjch (if not there) may bepe for no rilieſe; 
If zn the treaſure of thy exacions epes, 
(here mercy and relenting pity lies) 
T by band- maid bath ſound f:varr, let wy Lorf 
Grant me wy life (my life ſo mucb abbard, 
To doe bixs ſervice) and my peoples life, 
Which now tye open 18 4 Tyrants hni | 
Or lives are ſold, "tis 1,” 134 gublaleſſel, 
Thy loyal Sposſt, thy Qwerue and bers maſt 
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The fpotlefſe blood of me,thy faithfull Bride, 
Maſt [wage the iwelling of a Tyrants pride 
' Had we beene ſold for dr. dges, to atiend 
" Thebuſie Spindle ; or for ſlaves, to (þead 
Our wary bowey:, to deſerve our bread, 
$9 a5 the gaine ſigod but my Lord in ftcad, 
I bad beene ſilent, and ne're ſhent my breath © 
But xeither be that ſec hrs it, nor my death, 
Can 10 bimpſelfe the leaſt aduantace bring, 
(Except revenge) nor tomy Lord the King, 
Like to-a Lyon rouzed from his reſt, 
Rag'd then the King, and thus his rage.expreſt ; 
ho us the m1, that daves alte-n't thy thine? 
Where t the 'rattor 2 Flat fam I a King ? 
May not or ſubjefts ſerve, but mn(l oxr Yucene 
Be made the ſubief of « villaines (plerne ; 
Is not D yeewe Eſter boſorr d im our heart ? 
What Traitor then daves beſd bal, to part 
Or heart, and us ? Pho dazes attempt this thing 7 
Can Eſter then be ſlaine, and not the King ? 


That curſed Haman, wicked Haman #s. 

Like as a Felon ſhakes before the Bench, 
Whoſe troubled filence proves the Evidence, 
So Hamaxn trembled, when queene Efter ſpake, 
Nor anſwer, nor excuſe, his Guilt conld makes 

The King, no longer able to digeft 
So foule a trechery, forſooke rhe Feaſt, 
Walk'd in the Garden, where conſuming rage 
Boil'd in his heart, with fire (unaprt'aflwage.) 
So H:mex pleading guilty to the fault, 1 
Beſoughtr his life of her, whoſe life he ſought, 


” __ Whenas the King had walk'd a little ſpace,-: 
* ($0 rage'and c r often ſhift theip place) 
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; Reply'd the Queene, The man that bath done this, 
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TheHiſtory of Queent Eſter. 
Mhererturn'd, where Haman fallen flat 
Was on the bed, whereon © ueene Efter (are ; 
Whereat the King new cauſc of rage debares, 
(Apr to ſuppoſe the worſt,of whom he hares) 
New paſiion addes ncw fucll to his fire, 

And faincs acauſe, to make ir blaze the higher z 
I\'t not enough for bim to ſecke ber death, 
(Said he) but with a Leichers tainted breath, 
Will be inforce my Dueene before my face ? 
And make bu Brotbed :n 0r Reyall Place ? 

So ſaid, they veiled Hamman: face, as he 
Vnhr were to be ſeene, or yet to ſee: 

Said then an Eunuch ſadly ſtanding by, 
In Hamans Garden, fifty Cubits bigh, 
There ſtands a Gibbet, buali but yeſterday, 
Made for thy loyall ſervant Mordecai, 
Whoſe faubfull ups thy life ſrom danger freed, 
And merit leads him to « fairer need. 

Said then the King, 1! ſeemeth 1ufl and £ood, 
| Toſbed bis blood, that thirfted after blood ; 
| bo plants the tree, deſcrves the fruit , "tis fit 
s& That he that bought the purchaſe, h:nſell it: 
= Hazy Haman there , It 1 his proper good 

| $0 let the Horſeleach burſt himſelfe with bleed : 

They ſtraighrobeyd; Lo heretheend of Pride : 
Now reſts.the King appeas'd,and fatisfi'd. 


—— - — —_—_—_—_ EE EE dn 
Meditat. 1.4. 
(= up,and carol! forth your filyer ditic, . | 
(Heavens winged quiriſters)and fill your City 
(ThenewTerufalem) with jolly mirth : - -(carrh; 
The Church hath peace in heaven, hath peace' on 
| L3 Spread 
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- =p" forth your golden pinions, and cleave _ 
The flicting skies ; diſmount, and quite bercave 

Our ſtupid ſenſes wirh your heavenly mirth, 
| For lot, there's pcacc in heav'n, rhere's peace on | 
Ler Halelujab fill your warbling tongues, (carth; | 
Andlerthe ayre, compos'd of faintly ſongs, | 
Breathe ſuch celcſtiall Sonnets in our cares ; 

That whoſoe're this heav'nly mnſicke heares, 

May ſtand amaz'd,&f(raviſht at rhe mirth) (earth; 
Chit forth, there's peace in heay'n,rther's peace on 
Letmountaines clap their joyfull, joyfull hands, 

And let the lefler Hills trace 5're the lands 

In cquall mcaſure ; and reſounding woods 

Bow downe your heads, and kifſe your ncigh'ring 
Let peacc and love ext1t your key of mirth; (floods: 
For now there's peacein heav'n, there's peace on 
You holy Temples of the higheſt King, (earth ; 
Triumph with joy ; Your ſacred Anthemes fing; Þ 
Chanrt forth your Hymns, & heav'nly roundelaics, | 
And touch your Organs on their louder keyes : 
For Hamax's dead thar danred al your mirth ,(carth; | 
And new there's peace in heav'n, there's peace on | 
Proud Hamayn's dead, whoſe life diſturb'd thy reft, 
Who ſought eo cur,and ſcare rhy Lilly breſt ; - 
The rav'nous Fox,rthat did annoyance bring 

Vnro thy Vineyard, 's taken in a Spring. 

TSeem'd not thy Spouſe unkind,ro hear rhee weev 
And not redrefſe thee ? Scem'sd he not aſleepe ? 
No,(S1on)no, hc heard thy birrer pray'r, ' 

Bur lertthce weepe : for weeping makes thee faire. 
The morning Sun refle&s, and ſhines moſtbrighr, 
When Pilgrims grope in darknefle all the nighr : 
The Church conquer,c're ſhe gets the prize, 
Zurthere's no conqueſt where's no encmics : : 
227 | b The 
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Theday is thine ; In triumph make thy mirth, 

For now there's peace 1 heav'n, there's peace on 
What man's ſo dul,or in his br2ins undone, (earth: 
To ſay,(becauſe he ſees not) There's no Sun ?, 
Weake is the faith, upon a ſudden griete, 
Thar ſayes, (becauſe not now) There s no reliefe 2 
God's bound to helpe, bur toves ro ſee men fue : 
Though dartelef{c, yerthe bond's not preſent due. 
T Like to the ſorrowes of our child-bed wives, 

Is the ſad pilgrimage of humane hves: RO 
Burt when by throes God ſends a joyfull birth, 
Then find we peace 1n heav'n, & peace on earth, 
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THE ARGVMENT, 
P pen the Duerneand Mordecai 
Dead Hamans wealib azd digmty 
The Kine beftowes : to their arſtretion 
Referres the Jewes decreed oppreſſion, 
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Seft. 15. 

Hart very day,the King did freely adde 

More bounty to his gitt : What H aman had 
Borrow d of ſmiling Fortune, he repayd 
To Eſiers hand, and to her uſe convaid : 
And Mordecas found fayour with the King ; 
Vpon his hand he puc his Royall King, 
Whoſe Princely pow'r proud H..man Fa abuſe, 
In late betraying of the guiltleſſe Jewes ; 
For now had Efter to the King deſcry'd 
Her Icwith kin, how neere ſhe was ally'd 
To Mardecheus, whom (her father dead) 
His love did foftcr in her fathers ficad.. 
L4 


Once 


Her humble body lowly proſtiture 

Before his Royall tcer, her checkes o'reflowne 

With marijh teares, and thus her plain'full monc 

Commixt with bitter fngults, ſhe cxprelt : 

If in the Cabin of thy praxceiy breſt 

Thy loyall ſervant (undeſwru'd) bail found 

A place, wherein ber wifhes might be crown'd 

With faire ſucceſſe ; If m thy gracious (cht 

I pleaſing or »y cauſe ſeeme Juſt, aud right, 

Be ſpeedy Letters written, torevirſe 

T boſe bloody Writs which Haman did di(perſe 

Throughout thy Prgvinccs, wheſe ſad content 

tas tbe ſubverſion of my innocent 

And faithſul! people; Helpe, (my gracious Lord) 

The timc's prefix: wherein th'tmprtiall Sword 

Muſt make this maſſacre, the aay's at hand, 
- Unleſſe thy ſpeedy Grace ſend comtirmand : 

How ca 1 broeke within wy tender breft, 

To break the boxas of n:tures bi7h bebeft, 

Andſee-my people (for wheje ſake 1 breathe) 

Like fialted Oxcn, bought and ſold for death ? 

How can [ſee ſuch miſchiefe 7 How can 1 

Survite, to (ce ny kin,ond people dye ? 

Said then the King ; Lo, curſed Haman bath 

The execution of our higheſt wrath, 

The cquall hire of his malictors pride ; 

His wealth ts thee 1 gave , (my faireſt Bride) 

Hu bonour (better plac'.|) 1 bave beſtow'd 

On bzm,to whommy borrow'd life hath ow'd 

Her froe yeares breath, the t1ufly Mordecai, 

Or loyall vinſgr : Let bus band portray 

Oxy pleaſure, d fo liketh bzm, and thee ; 
Let bim ſet dorone, and be it our Decree, || 1 
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TheHiftoryof Ducene Eſter. 157% © 
Let bim confirme it with our Royall Ring, 

And we ſball figne it with the name of Kine : 

_ For none may alter, or reverſs the ſame 

That's ſeal'd and written i our Princely name. 


— — — _— 
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Mezitat, 15, 


To breathe,'s a neceflary gifr ofnature, 
Whereby we may diſcerne a living Creature 
From plants,or ſtones : 'Tis buta meerc'degree 
From Vegiration;and this, hath ſhe 
Like equally ſhar'dour to brutiſh beaſts 
With man, who lefle obſerves her due beheſts 
(Sometimes )than they; and oft,by accident, 
Doe lefic improve the gift in the event: 
But man, whoſe organs are more fairly dreſt, '| 
To entertainea farre more noble Gueſt, 
Hath, through the excellence of his Creation, 
A Soule Divine; Divine by inſpiration ; 
Divine through likenefle to that pow'r Divine, 
T hat made and plac'd her in her fleſhly ſhrine ; 
From hence we challenge lifes prerogative; 
Beafts onely breath ; 'Tis man alone doth liye ; 
One end of mans Creation, wag Society, 
Mutuall Communion, and friendly Piety: 
The man thar lives unto himſelfe alone, 
Subſiſts and breaths, bur lives not; Never one 
Deſerv'd the moity of himſclte, for he 
That's borne,may challenge but one part of three: 
Triparted thus; his Country clames the beſt; 
The ncxrt,his Parents; and himfelfe,the leaft. 
He husbands beſt his life,thattrecly gives 
It forthe publike good; He rightly lives, 

if That 
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Thar nobly dies ; *tis greateſt maſtery, 
Nor to be fond to live,nor fearc todye 


On juſt occaſion; He that (in caſe )deſpiſes 


Life,carnes it beſt, but he thatover-prizcs 

His dearcit blood, when honour hids him dye, 
Steales buta life, and lives by Robbery. 

CT O ſwecrRedcemer of the world, whoſe death 
Deſerv'd a world of lives ! Had Thy dcare breath 


Been deare to Thee; Oh had'& Thou but deny'd 


Thy precious Blood, the world fore'r had dy'd : 
O foile my lite,when I dcfire ts layer, 
By keeping it from Thee, that freely gave it. 
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THE ARGVMENT. 
Letters are ſent by Moxdecai, 

That all the lewes, upon the day 
Appointed for their death, withſtand 
T be ſur of their fot-mens band. 
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Sef. 16. 
aries the Scribes were ſummon'd to appear 
Toev'ry Province,and to ey'ry Shicre 
Letters they wrote (as Mordegaj direRed ) 
To all che lewes, (the Iewes ſo much dejefted) 
To all Liev-tenants,Captaines of the Band, 
To all the States and Princes of the Land, 
According to the phraſe ,and divers fathion 
Of DialeQ, and ſpeech of ey'ry Nation ; 
All which was Riled in the name of King, 
Sign'd with his hand, ſeal'd with bis Royall Ring: 
Loc here the renor of the Kings Commiſſion; 
Thereas of late, (at Hamans urg'd petition, ) 
| Decrees 
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The Hiſtory of 2ueene Efter. 
Derrees were ſent, and pred throughout the Lavd, 
To ſpoile the lewes, and with 1nipartiall hand, 

(” pot a day prefixt) to kill, and ſlay; 

We likewiſe erant upon that vey dey, 

Full power to the ewes, '0 4ke defence, 

And quit their lrues, and for a Kecompence, 

To take the fpoiles of thoſe they ſhall ſuppreſſe, 
Skewing like mercy to the mercleſſe. 

By poſts,as ſwifr as Time, was this Decrec 
Commanded forth; As faſt as Day they flee, | 
Spurr'd 0n,and haſt'ned with the Kings Command 
Which ſtraight was noys'd, & publiſhr through the 
As warning tothe [ewes,to make provifon Land 
Ts entertaine ſo great an oppoſition. 

So Morderai(disburthnel of his gricte, 

Which now found hopcfull rokens of relicfe) 
Departs the preſence of the King,addreſt | 
In royall Robes,and on his lofty Creſt K 
He hore a Crowne of gold, his body ſpred 

With Lawne,and Purple deeply coloured = 
Fill'd were the Lewes with triumphs, & with noiſe, 
(The common Heralds to proclame true joyes : ). 
Like as a priſher muffled at rhe rree, 
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Whoſe life's remoy'd from death ſcarce one degree : 


His laſt pray'r ſaid, and hearrs contcſlion made, 
(His cyes poflefling deaths erernall ſhade) 
At Iaf(unlook'd for comes allow Reprieve, 
And makes him (cycn as dead) once more alive ; 
Amaz'd,he rends deaths muffler from his eyes, 
And(over-joy'd) knowes not he lives, or dyes; 
$0 Joy d the [ewes, whoſe lives, this new Decree, 
Had quir from death and danger,and fer free - 
Thcir gaſping ſoules,and (like a blazing light) 
DiſperR the darknefle of th' approchiing night; 

Sn 
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So joy d thc lewes £ and with their ſolemne Feaſts 
Thcy chas'd dull ſorrow from their penſive breſts; ] 
Meane whilc,the people(ſtarrlcd at the newes) Ss | 
Some griev'd, ſome cnyi'd, ſome (for feare )rurn'd 


(Icwes, 


bl 
Set, 16. , | 


Mong the Noble Greckes,it was no ſhame | 
To loſe a Sword ; It bur deferv'd the name + , 
Of Warres diſaſtrous fortune; bur ro yeeld 
The right and ſafe poticiiion of the Shield, 
Was foulc reproach,and manlefle cowardize, 
Farre worſe than death to him that ſcorn'd to prize 
His litc before his Honour, Honour's wonne ; 
Moſt in a juſt defence ; Defence is gone, 
The Shicld once loſt: The wounded Theban cry'd, 
How fares my Sheild> which fate,hc ſmil'd,& dy'd: 
' Fruc honvur bides athomec, and takes delight 
In keeping, not in gaining of a kight ; 
Storn:s uſurpation, nor ſeekes the blood, 
And thirſts to make her name not great, as good : 
God givesa Right ro man; To man, defence 
To ord rgtv'n; But when a falſe pretence 
Shall ground her title on a greater Might, 
What doth he elſe bur warrc with Heay'n,and tight 
Wirth Providcnce > God ſers the Princely Crowne 
On heads of Kings; Who theg may take it downe ? 
No juſter quarrell, or more nobler Fight, 
Than to maintaine,where God hath giv'n a Righr; 
There's no deſpaire of Conqueſt in that warre, 
Where God's the Leader; Policy's no barre 
To his Deſi, gnes; no Power can withſtand 


His high exploits; within whoſe mighty Hand 


Are 
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Are all the corners of the carth; the hills q 
His fenfive bulwarks are,which, when he wills, 

His letſer breath can bandy up and downe, 

And cruſh the world, and with a winke,can drowne 
1 he ſpacious Vniverſe in ſuds of Clay ; 

Where hcay'n is Leader, heay'n muſt wiathe days 
God reapes his honour hence,That combar's late, 
Where hee's a Combartant,and ventures halte ; 
Right's not Impair'd with weaknelle, but preyailes 
In fpighr ot ſtrengrh, when ſtrength & power failes 
Fraile is the truſt repos'd on Troopes of Houſe; 
Truth ina bandfull, ftinds a greater force. 

C Lord, maile my heart with faith, and be my hield 

And if a world confront me, le nor yeeld. 
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| THE ARGVMENT, 
| The bloody Maſſacre : The Jewes. 
Prevaile: ther ſatall ſword (ubdues 
4 world of en, andin that fray, 
Hamans Zen c+ſed (ornes they (hay. + 
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Fect. 19, | | 
Ow when as Tim? had rip'ned the Decree, ” 
(Whoſe Winter fruit unſhaken from the rree 
Full ready was to fall Jand braught that Day, 
Wheretr, pretended miſchicfe-wasro play 
Her tragicke Sceane upon the Iewiſh Stage; 4 
And ſpit the yenome of her blagdy rage | 
Vpon the face of that diſperſed Nation; 
And ina minute breathe theirdefolation, 
Vpon that day (as patients in the fight) 
Their {carrer'«-force, the Icwes did reunite, 
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And to a head their ſtraggling ſtrength reduc'd, 
And with rhcir fatall hand(their hand diſus'd 
To bathe in blood) they made fo ſtrong recoyle, © 
That with a purple ſtreame, the thirſty ſoyle q- 
O'rflowd: & on the pavement(drown'd with blood) 5 
Where never was before, they rais'd a flood: 7 
Therc lyes a headlcfie body, here a limme 
Newly diſ-joyntcd from the trunke of him 
Thar there lyes groning; here, a gaſping head | 
Cropt fr6 his neighbors ſhoulders;there,halfe dead 
Full heapes of bodics, whereof ſome curſe Fate, 
Orhers blaſpheme the name of heay'n, and rate 
Their undiſpoſed Starres;with bitter cryes 

One piries his poore widow-wifte,and dyes; 
Another bannes the night his ſonnes were borne, 
That he muſt dyc,and they muſt live forlorne; | 
Here (all beſmcard in blood congeald) rhere lyes 
A throng of carcaſes, whoſe liyeletlc cyes 

arc clos'd wirh duſt, & death : therc,lyes the Syre $ 
Whoſe death the greedy hceire did long defire; 
And here, the ſonnc,wholc hopes were all the plea-x 
His aged father had,and his lites treaſure: (ſurey 
Thus fell their foes, ſome dying, and ſome dead, 
And onely they thar ſcap'd the flanghrer,fled] 
Bur with ſuch ſtrange amazement were affrighred 
(As if themſelves in their owne deaths delighted )& 
Thar each his force againſt his friend addreſt, 
Andſhcath'd his ſword within his neighbors breſt a, 


For all the Rulers (being ſore afraid T] 
Of Mardecheus name) with ſtrength,and ayde T] 
Supply'd the Tewes ; For Merdechew name 


Grew great with honour, and his honour d Fame &,, 
Was blaz'd through ev'ry Province of the Land, 
And ſpred as farre, 2s did the Kings Command : 


fayour he increaſt,and ev'ry how'r 

id adde a greater greatneſle to his pow r; 

Fhus id the Iewes triumph in victory, 

'And on that day theraſelvcs were doom'd to dye, 
They {ew th'appointed Aors of their death; 

) And on their heads they wore that noble wreath, 
Fhac crowncs a Victor with a ViRtors prize; 

Jo tied their foes, fo dyde their enemies : 

nd on that day at Sufan were imbru'd 

n blood,five hundred men whom they ſubdu'd; 

he curſed fruit of the accurſed Tree, | 

hat impious Decad, Hamans progeny, 

pon that fatall day,they overthrew, 

Dur took 9 ſpoyle,nor ſubitance,where rhey flew, 
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Latcly mus'd; and mufing ſtood amar'd, 
[© EMy heart was bound, my fight was over-daz'd 
To view a miracle ; Could Pharo fall 
4-Before the face of Iſt'el > Could her ſmall 
r©And ill-appointcd handfull rhen prevaile, 
When Phare's men of warre,and Char'ors faife? 
FT heſe ſtood like Gyants; thoſe, like Pigmy bratsz 
d hey ſoar'd like Eagles;thioſe, like ſwarms of gnats 
© )Dn foot theſe marcht;thoſc rode on troops of hoxfe 
Cheſe never better arm'd;they,never worſe; 
ity trong backt with vengeance & revenge, were they 
Theſe, with deſpaire,thEſ-lves,themſelves berray; i 
They cloſe purſu'd; theſe (fearfull)fled rhe held, I 
ow could they chuſe,but wintor Pr REI 
Fure 'tis,nor man,nor horſe, nor ſword ayailes, 


hen Ift'el conquers,and great Pharefailes : 
Poore 
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 Heay'n fought for 1{r'el, weakned Pharo's hearr, 


Poore Iſr'el had no Man of Warre, bur One; 
And Pharo having all the reſt, hadnone ; 


Who had no Counter-god to rake his part: 

Whar meant that cloudy Piller,that by day 

Did uſher I ſr'el in an unknowne way ? 

What meant that fi'ry Piller, thar by nighr 
Appear'd to I{r'el, and gave 1{r'el light > 

'Twas not the ſecrer power of Moſes Rod, 

That charm'd the Scas in twaine; 'twas Moſes God 
Thar fought for I{r'el,and made Pharofall , 

Well thrives the Fray wherc God's the Generall 2 
'Tis neither ſtrengrh,nor undermining fleighr 
Preyailes, where heav'ns ingaged inthe foke. 

C Me liſt notramble into antique dayes, 

To manne his Theame, leſt while Vhſſes ſtrayes, 
His heart forget his home Penelope : 

Our propſ'rous 3rittare makes ſufficient Plea 

To prove her blifſe, and heay'ns proteQing power, 
Which had ſhe mit, her glory, in an hower 

Had falne to Cinders, and had paſt away 

Like ſmoke before the wind; Which happy Day, 
Let none bur baſe-hred Rebels cyer Faile 

To conſecrate, and let this Age entaile, 

Vpon ſucceeding times Ercrnity, 
Heav'ns higheſt love,inthat daycs memory, 
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THE ARGVMENT. 
The ſounes of Haman (that were ſlaine,) 
Are all hang'd up : The Iewes 6btaine 
Freedome to fight the morrow after; 

They put three hundred more to ſlaughter. 
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al | Seft. 18. | | 
4 T Hen as the fame of that daics bloody news 
I VV Came to the King, he ſaid; Bebold,the lewes 
= Have wonze:hc Day,aud nt their juſt defence, 
= Have made their wronz, a richifull recompente; 
” Fivehundred men in Suſan t/ ey bave ſlaine, 
* And that remainder of proud Hamans ſlraine, 
4 Their hands have rooted out; DuceneEſter,ſay, 
* What furtl er ſuit (where Afluerus may 
Expreſſe the bounty of his Royall hand) 
Reſts in thy boſome : What us thy demand ? | 
Said then the Queene : Ff za thy Princely figbl 
My boone be pleaſing, or theu take delight 
** To grant thy ſervants ſuite, Let that Commiſcion 
& (hich gave the lewes thu bappy dayes permiſsi0n 
= Toſavetheir lives ) to morrow ſian in force, 
* For therr behalfes that onely make recourſe * 
* To God, and thee, and let that curſed brood 
2 (The ſornes of Haman, that in guilty blood, £' 
* Lyeall ingoar d,anfit to taint a Grave) 
© Be hanyg'd on Gibbets,and (like co-beires) have 
Like equal! ſhares of that deſerved ſhame, 
© Their wretched father purchas'd in hx wame: | 
The King was pleas'd,and the Decree was giver) 
From $ulan, where twixt carth and heayen, 
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When Tites (ready for his Iournall chaſe) 
Had rouz'd his dewy locks,and Rolie face 
Inrichr with morning beauty,up aroſe 
The Iewes in Suſan,and their bloody blowes 
So roughly dealt, that in that diſmall day 
A leaſe of hundreds fell, bur on the prey | 
No hand was laid : ſo,ſweert and jolly reſt A 
The Iewecs enjoy'd,and with a ſolemne Feaſt, 8 
{Like joyfull ViRors diſpoſſeſt of ſorrow) 
They conſecrared the enſuing morrow ; 
And in the Provinces throughout the Land, I 
Betore their mighty and victorious hand, Y 
Fell more than ſeventy thouſand, bur the prey 
They ſciz'd not;and in mem'ry of that day, 
They ſolemnized their ridorious Gueſts, 4 

With gifts, and triumphs, and with holy Feaſts, 4 
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He Dorine of the Schoole ef Grace diflcnts 
From Natures (more uncertaine )rudiments, 

And are as much contrayr, and oppoſite 
As Yea,and Nay,or blackc,and pureſt white : ; 
For nature teaches, firſt ro underſtand, $ 
And then belegvc; but grace doth firſt command | 
Man to belceye, and then ro comprehend ; 
Faith is of things unknowne,and muſt intend, 
And foare above conceit; What we conceive, 
We ſtand polleſk of, and already have, | 
- Pur faith beholds ſach things, as yer we have nor, 2; 
Which ce ſces not,carc hears not hart coccivs not 
IE | Heree 
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| } From bad beginnings, God creates a's 


S 
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Hereon,as on her ground-worke,our ſalyation 


” Ercs her pillers; From this fitme foundation, 
> Our ſoules mount up the new leruſalem, 


To take pofteflion other Diademe ; 

God loves no ſophiſtry; Who argues leaſt 

In graces Schoole,concludes,and argues beſts 

A womans Logicke pafles there; For tus 

Good proote to ſay, 'T's ſo, becauſe it s ; 

Had Abraham advyis d with fleſh atid Llood, 

Bad had his faith beenc, though his reaſons goo; 
If God bid doe, for man to urge a Why ? 

Is;but in better language, a deny : 

The ficſhly ballances of our conceirs, | 
Have neither equall poyſure, nor juſt weights, 
To weigh, without impeachment, Gods defigne; 


= There's no proportion betwixt things Divine, 
Z And mortall : Lively faith may not depend, 
* Either upon th'occafion, or the end. 


q The glorious Suns refle&cd beames ſuffice, * 
To lend a luſter to the feebleſt eyes, 

Bur if the Eye too covetous of the light, 

Boldly outface the Sun, (whoſc beames ſo bright 
And undeſpers'd, are roo-too much retin'd 


- For view) is it not juſtly ſtrucken blind 2 


I dare not taske ſtout S«mſon for his dzath; 


; Nor wandring lezab, that bequearh'd his breath 
2 Toraging Scas,when God commanded ſo; 
# Northee(great Dwcexe) whoſe lips did overflow - 
- With ſtrcames of blood;nor thee (O crucll kind 
Ta _—_ the firc of a womans mind, 
i 
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flowing rivers of thy ſubjcRs bloods 


And happy end : Whar ] cannot conceive; / 
Lord,let my ſoulc admire, and beleeve. * { 
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THE ARGVNMENT. 
'The Feaſt of Purim conjecrated 3 
Th'occ.:fjon why 'tw.25 celebrated ; 
Letter: were writ by Mordecai, 
T's keep the n1em'ry of tha: Day. 
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Set. 19. 4 
O Mardecheusthroughout all the Land 
Diſpers'd his Letters, with a ſtrickt command 
To celebrate theſe two dayes memory ; 
Wirk Feaſts,and gifrs,and yecrly jolliry, 
T hat after-ages may record that day , 
And keepc it from the ruſt of time, that they 
Which ſhall ſucceed, may ground their holy mirrh 
Vpon the joyes,thoſe happy dayes brought forrh, 
Which chang'd their ſadnes, & black nights of ſor- 
Into the 515. Aung of a gladſome morrow;, (row, 
Whereto the Iewes (ro whom theſe Letters came) 
Gave due obſervance, and did ſoone proclame 
Their ſacred Feſtivalls, in memory 
Ofthar dayes joy, and joyfull viftory : 
And fince the Lots (that Hamaz did abuſe, 
To know the diſmall day,which to the Tewes 
-_ . Mighrfall moſt farall, and, to his intent, 
Leaſt unpropitious ) were inth'cyent 
- Ctoſt with/a higher Fare,than blinded Chance, 
To worke his ruine, rhcir deliverance 2 ' 
They therefore in remembrance of the Lot 
_ {Whoſe hop'd-for ſad event ſucceeded not) 
The {hlemne Feaſts of Purim did inveſt; © (,,- 
And by the name of Purim call'd their Feaſty: © p 
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Which to obſerve with ſacred Complement, F; 
And ccremoniall rites, their foules indent, : 
And firmly' inroll the happy memory. 
Ith'hearrs of their ſucceeding progeny, 

Thar time (the enemy of morrall things ) 

May not,with hov'ring ct his nimble wings, 
Beat dowac the dearc memoriall of thar tine, 
Bur keepe it flowring in perperuall prime. ._ _ 
| Now,leſ this ſhining day in times progrefte 
4 Perchance be clouded with forgerfulzetle, 3 
Or Icft the gauled Perhans thould debate | 
The bloody ſlaughter, and re-ulcerate 

In aftcr=layes,thcir former miſery, 

And blurre the glory of this dayes memory, 

The Queecne and Mor/ecaz ſent Letters our 

Into the Land,diſperſed round our; 

To re-confirme, and fully ratife 

This Feaſt of Purim, to eternity; TT 
Thar ir to after-ages may appeare, (care, 7 
When finners bend their kearrs, heay'n bowes his © 3 
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Nd are the Lawes of God defeQive then? 
Or was the paper ſcanty or dull the pen +: 
Thar wrote thoſe ſacred Lines?Could imperfeRtios > 
Lurk cloſcly there, wherc heay'n hath give dueare 7 
How comes it then new Feaſts are celebrared, p 
Vnmention'd in the Law, and uncreated "oY 
By him that made the Law compleat,andjuſt, 
Not to be chang'd as braine.ficke mortalls luſt > 
Isnot heavens deepeſt curſe, with deathto boor, 
Denounc'd to him that takes from, or adds too'r ? 
X M 3 
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True 'tis, the Law of God's the rule and ſquirey 
Whereby to limit Mans uncurb'd deſire, 

And with a gentle hand doth juſtly paizc 
The ballances of his unbevcll'd wayes, 

True *ris,accurs'd,and thrice-accurs'd be he 
That ſhall derraRt,or change ſuch Lawes, as ba 
Dircive for his Worſhip, or concerne 
His holy Servicc, theſe we ſtrictly learne 
Within our conſtant breſt ro keepe inſhrin'd, 
Theſe in all ſeaſons,and for all rimes binde: 

But Lawes (although Divine) that doc reſpeCt 

The publike reſt, and properly dirc&, 

As Statutes politike, doe make relation 

Totimes,and perſons, places,and occaſion : 

The brazen Scrpent,which,by Gods command, 

Was buildcd up, was by the Prophets hand 

Bear downe againe, as impious, and impure, 

When it became an [doll,'not a Cure. | 

T A morall Lawnecds no more warranty, 

Then lawfull giyers,and conveniency, 

(Nor croſſing the Divine :) Itlyes in Kings, | 

To aR, and to inhibit all ſuch things | 

As in his Princcly wiſcdome ſhall ſeeme beſt, 

And moſt vantagious to the publike reſt, | 

And what (before) was an indifferent thing, 

His Law makes good,or bad : A lawtull King 

Is Gods Liev-tcnant; in his ſacred ear 

God whiſpers oft, and keepcs his Preſence there. 
C Totrcake a lawfull Princes juſt Command, 

Is brokage of a finne, at ſecond hand, 
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Aſſucrus dts zpex Record: 
The juſt mani veriue, and reward, 
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' A Nd Afſuers ſtretcht his heavy hand, 

Laying a Tributc,both on Scea,and Land; 

Whart clſe he did, what Trophies of his fame, 

He left for time te glorific his Name, 

© With what renowne,and gracc,hedid appay 

& The faithfull hearr of loyall Aorde: ai , 

Arc they not keptin endlefſe memory, 
Recorded in the Perfian Hittory ? 
For Mordecai poſleſt the ſecond ſeat 
In all the Kingdome, and his name was great; 
Of Godand man his vertues were approy'd, 
Of God and man, much honour'd,and beloy'd; 
Secking his pcoplcs $000, and ſweer pioſperity, 
| And ſpeaking joytull peaceto his poſterity. 
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Hus thrives the man, thus proſper his endeyors 
| Thar builds en faith, & in thar faith perſeyers: 
; © Iris nolofle,to loſe; nogaine,toger, 
Ifhe that leſcs all, ſhall win the Ser: 
God helpes the weakeſt takes the loſers chaire, 
And ſetting on the King, doth ſoonc repaire 
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His lofle with yengeance; Hee's not alway beſk ; 
Thar takes the higheſt place,nor he the leaſt 
That fits beneath : for outward fortunes can | 
peel how great,but) not how guod's the man; | 
Whom God will raiſe , he humbles firſt a while; * * 
And where he raiſes, ofthe mcanes to ſpoile. : 
* © Ir matters not! Lord) what my fortunes be, #2 

May they burlcad, or whip mc home tothee, | 


Here the Canonical Hiſtory of 
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